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Year 3 and 4 Statutory words 
 
accident 
accidentally 
actual 
actually 
address 
answer 
appear 
arrive 
believe 
bicycle 
breath 
breathe 
build 
busy 
business 
calendar 
caught 
centre 
century 
certain 
circle 
complete 
consider 
continue 
decide 
describe 
different 
difficult 
disappear 
early 
earth 
eight 
eighth 
enough 
exercise 
experience 
experiment 
extreme 
famous 
favourite 
February 
forward 
forwards 
fruit 
grammar 

group 
guard 
guide 
heard 
heart 
height 
history 
imagine 
increase 
important 
interest 
island 
knowledge 
learn 
length 
library 
material 
medicine 
mention 
minute 
natural 
naughty 
notice 
occasion 
occasionally 
often 
opposite 
ordinary 
particular 
peculiar 
perhaps 
popular 
position 
possess 
possession 
possible 
potatoes 
pressure 
probably 
promise 
purpose 
quarter 
question 
recent 
 

regular 
reign 
remember 
sentence 
separate 
special 
straight 
strange 
strength 
suppose 
surprise 
therefore 
though 
although 
thought 
through 
various 
weight 
woman 
women 
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Year 5 and 6 Statutory words 
 
accommodate 
accompany 
according 
achieve 
aggressive 
amateur 
ancient 
apparent 
appreciate 
attached 
available 
average 
awkward 
bargain 
bruise 
category 
cemetery 
committee 
communicate 
community 
competition 
conscience 
conscious 
controversy 
convenience 
correspond 
criticise 
curiosity 
definite 
desperate 
determined 
develop 
dictionary 
disastrous 
embarrass 
environment 
equipment 
equipped 
especially 
exaggerate 
excellent 
existence 
explanation 
familiar 

foreign 
forty 
frequently 
government 
guarantee 
harass 
hindrance 
identity 
immediate 
immediately 
individual 
interfere 
interrupt 
language 
leisure 
lightning 
marvellous 
mischievous 
muscle 
necessary 
neighbour 
nuisance 
occupy 
occur 
opportunity 
parliament 
persuade 
physical 
prejudice 
privilege 
profession 
programme 
pronunciation 
queue 
recognise 
recommend 
relevant 
restaurant 
rhyme 
rhythm 
sacrifice 
secretary 
shoulder 
signature 
 

sincere 
sincerely 
soldier 
stomach 
sufficient 
suggest 
symbol 
system 
temperature 
thorough 
twelfth 
variety 
vegetable 
vehicle 
yacht 
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In the Light of the Moon 
Reproduced by kind permission of Catherine Hyde 
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The Language of Cat  

Teach me the language of Cat; the slow-motion blink, that crystal 
stare, a tight-lipped purr and a wide-mouthed hiss. Let me walk 
with a saunter, nose in the air.  

Teach my ears the way to ignore names that I’m called. May they 
only twitch to the distant shake of a boxful of biscuits, the clink of 
a fork on a china dish.  

Teach me that vanishing trick where dents in cushions appear, and I’m 
missed. Show me the high-wire trip along fences to hideaway places, that 
no-one but me knows exist.  

Don’t teach me Dog, all eager to please, that slobbers, yaps and begs for a pat, 
that sits when told by its owner, that’s led on a lead. No, not that. Teach me the 
language of Cat.  
  
Reproduced by kind permission of Rachel Rooney  
 

 

 

 

 

Answer these questions: 

1. Cats don’t speak, so what do you think the poet means by ‘the language 

of cat’? 

2. Would the poet prefer to be like a cat or a dog? Why? 

3. What do you think the word ‘saunter’ means? (if you have a dictionary, 

look up the meaning) 

4. Would you prefer to be a cat or a dog? Why? 

5. Which of these adjectives would describe a cat? (a dictionary would be 

useful) 

eager, mysterious, proud, lively, secretive, obedient, self-confident, bouncy, 

agile, clumsy, graceful 

6. If you could speak to animals, which would be your three favourite 

animals to talk to? Why? 
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Questions for the cat. 
 

1. What is your name, Cat, and where do you come from? 

2. Can you tell me something about yourself and the house you live in? 

3. What makes you happy? 

4. How do you feel about humans? 

5. What are you good at? 

6. What do you like to do during the day? 

7. What do you like about night-time?  

8. I’ve heard that cats have nine lives. Is that true? 

9. How do you feel about dogs? 

10. What are you planning to do tonight? 

 

 

Write the cat’s answers in full sentences.  
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