Writing task for Pack 1 - The Kid Who Came from Space (Ross Welford)

This task is fairly similar to a couple that we have attempted earlier in the year,
but with a different genre - Sci-fi (science fiction). This links to another theme in
this first pack - introducing the Solar System.

You must begin by reading the first chapter of a book (the title of which is above
should you wish the read all of it), which you can access at:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Kid-Who-Came-Space-
ebook/dp/B07SRR5663 /ref=sr 1 1?dchild=1&keywords=the+kid+who+came+f
rom+space&qid=1586952935&sr=8-1

If you can’t access this then it is a combination of screen shots below (there is
some overlap so you'll have to work it out (and zoom in probably):
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SEARCH CONTINUES FOR MISSING TWELVE-YEAR-OLD
KIELDER, NORTHUMBERLAND

27 DECEMBER

Nothumbeia Poics ae sekin the public'shelp o fnd a twelve-year-old gl misingfrom Kiekder Vllge,
Northumberland, since Christmas

Tamara Tammy’ Tait was last seen leaving her home near the Stargazer public house on a bicycle at around
6pm on 24 December.

She is described as white, around 160 cm tall, of medium build, with blonde hair and brown eyes. She was
last seen wearing blue jeans and a red North Face branded puffer jacket.
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‘Tamara or has in relation to her current whereabouts is urged

to contact the police.
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ion for the police, contact Policelink on 13 14 11 or call Cri 1800333

CHAPTER ONE

Hellyann

Tread the sign again, glowing in front of me:
Type of organism: human female

CHAPTER ONE o

Hellyann

1read the sign again, glowing in front of me:
Type of organism: human female
Origin: Earth

Age: about twelve years.
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ook at thebedragaled crsture, and { wanted 0 reac through the unseen berie and bold s hand.
(Thi poss pelled me with a painful shock.)

Tts hair ...
All right. I must stop saying ‘it. The sign says it is a female, and so it should be ‘her...

Her baie felln tght st should have iked s it whenit wascean. Her pale and baies sk was
dotted with darker spots (‘freckles’, they are called in her language). Her clothes were similar to those

by the other humans in lunh Zone.She bad trouser of a coureooking abric and  hk looking Padded
item of a ligh re clad i with looped cord.

Her fac dmy.ndmmmmmm and her eyes shone wet and bloodshot. She had been weeping
medication that had boen given
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(Wait. Is thi i I ite: ‘Her brain had been mad
drugs she had been given.’ And o is, I suppose, close enough. I shall let you decide.)

Despite this, there was a spark oflife in her eyes. Perhaps the dosage was imperfectly calculated, or she had
an ability to resist some of the medication.

Anyhow, she looked at me and I was struck by how very expressive human faces are.
She put her hand to her chest and for a brief moment I thought she was making the sign of the Hearters,
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Anyhow, she looked at me and I was struck by how very expressive human faces are.

She put her hand to her chest and for a brief moment I thought she was making the sign of the Hearters,
ut ~ obviously ~ she was not.

She looked at me intensely and said, “Ta-mee."

Just that: those two syllables.

She did it again: Ta-mee.’

1glanced over both of my , but nobody 1 as 1 held up my PG and recorded this bit. B
Communicating with the exhibits is not exactly prohibited, but nor is it encourag ]
Is that her name? 1 wondered. L
repeated the syllables she had said, although for me to duplicate. H

“Ta-mee," I said.

She nodded her head and made a weird face, as though she wanted to laugh and cry at the same time,
4 which I did not understand ~ and still do not, not fully. Human beings are strange. »

Timitated her gesture, and said my name.
‘The human female tried to repeat it It sounded nothing at all like my name. She tried again and got a lttle
closer. ] practised the sounds  couple of times, and then tried saying my name in a way she might be able
to repeat.
‘ “Helly-ann, I said, and a slow smile formed on her mouth.

She blinked hard and said it back to me. I found myself smiling at her.
‘Then her smile faded and she said two more syllables. ‘Ee-fan.’

Avoice came from a speaker next to the sign: Your time is up. Move along. There is a queue of people
behind you waiting to see the new exhibit. Do not take more than your allotted time. Next.”

‘The human watched me go, then she retreated to the back of her enclosure and sat on the ground as two
new spectators filed forward.

Ta-mee, 1 said to myself as | passed the Assistant Advisor who stood at the edge of the exhibit room.
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Then her smile faded and she said two more syllables. ‘Ee-fan.’

Avoice came from a speaker next to the sign: ‘Your time is up. Move along, There is a queue of people
behind you waiting to see the new exhibit. Do not take more than your allotted time. Next.

‘The human watched me go, then she retreated to the back of her enclosure and sat on the ground as two
new spectators filed forward.

Ta-mee, 1 said to myself as I passed the Assistant Advisor who stood at the edge of the exhibit room.

“That is your third time here, I believe, the AA said. 'And communicating with the exhibits as well? T have
my eye on you.”

Except he did not say it aloud. He did not need to ~ he just looked at me hard and it was enough
‘That s how it is done here. Everybody obeys the rules. Nobody gets out of line.
All the way back to my pod-home, I struggled to keep a straight face, when really I wanted to crumple up
and cry. That, however, would immediately single me out as being different, for people here do not cry ~ or
laugh, for that matter.
4 Instead I repeated her name in my head, over and over: Ta-mee. Ta-mee. Ta-mee. 13
1 played back the recording on my PG of the bit when she said her name and something else.
What is Ee-fan? I wondered. That is what she said: Ee-fan.
Perhaps, one day, I will find out.
‘ Because I will be returning Tammy to Earth
1t will be dangerous. If 1 fail I will be put to sleep for the rest of my lfe.
Andif I succeed? Well, T will probably have to do it again, with another exhibit.

Such s the curse of having feelings.

Chapter Two
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Your task is to write chapter 2 (more if you wish), where our main character
(Helly-ann) begins the task of releasing Tammy from the Earthzone exhibition.

You'll notice that the author uses the first person (this is from Helly-ann'’s
perspective in chapter 1), mixes sentence
starters regularly and keeps paragraphs very P s e e
short (to create pace). Dialogue is regular and :
follows the ‘new speaker, new line’ convention.
You need to stick to all of these points.

The key to a good sci-fi adventure is in
choosing an appropriate setting (something in
space!) and keeping the action moving. Avoid
too much lengthy description and keep your
characters on the go. Use lots of -ing starters
(like running, flying, crying, shouting);
appropriate connectives (next, afterwards, in
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the meantime); and adverbials (like suddenly, out of nowhere, unexpectedly).

Chapter 1 began with a police report, so you could even try something similar if
it takes your fancy - be creative please.

It is fine to type this piece of work, and might make it easier to submit later on! I
expect around 400 words. In the meantime, try reading it to others at home
(perhaps in conjunction with chapter 1) and see what their feedback is. Maybe
they could write one too!



