
La Luna Task – Using Dialogue to tell a story 

 
This week’s write is based on a very short passage from a film. It is the first clip of La Luna available 

on https://www.literacyshed.com/the-film-trailers-shed.html  

You’ll notice one key thing – no dialogue. This is something you can get away with when using film 

but it would be a struggle when writing! So, your task is to build a story around these three 

characters in the boat and what they might be up to – but you need to create parts of it through 

conversation. Perhaps the boy could ask, “What are we actually doing here?” This may lead to a 

response that enlightens us about the story. I believe these three to be son, father and grandfather 

but you can decide for yourself.  

It doesn’t necessarily need to be a complete story, but it would be nice to know why they are out 

there.  

Use you ever expanding skills of imagery to create atmosphere (and remember that there are 

several senses to choose from). Perhaps think about a list of ocean related words as a starter activity 

which you can later add into your work. 

The key skill here is how you use dialogue. Most importantly, do not forget the conventions of 

punctuating speech. Use speech marks, ensure you use commas appropriately if opening text mid-

sentence and there must be punctuation within the speech marks to close them (which will vary 

depending on author intent and their position in the sentence). Finally, the convention is, ‘new 

speaker, new line.’ 

From a creative perspective, can you use the dialogue to move the story forwards without needing 

to return to the role of narrator? This is a skill that countless authors possess but it requires 

planning. Use the story board sheet to help. 

When finished, you can watch the whole short film on youtube (search for la luna pixar).  
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