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Diary Dates 

       31st January 2025 

Dear Parents & Guardians,  

 

Wednesday heralded in the Lunar New Year, celebrated 

across the world, but is particularly associated with 

China. Children were greeted into school by our 

dazzling dragon!  

Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed their sports festival 

at Ansford this week. The combination of team 

games, mixed with problem-solving activities 

were enjoyed by all. It was lovely to see the 

children work collaboratively together 

throughout each of the activities planned - 

well done Year 4! 

 

Much enthused by this event, Year 4 and the 

remainder of Key Stage 2 were delighted to 

be visited by Kate French, a gold-winning 

Modern Pentathlete, competing in the Rio, 

Tokyo and Paris games last year! Children listened intently to 

her personal journey and were able to ask plenty of questions 

about what it takes to be the best at something in the world!  

 

In other sporting news, the athletics squad travelled to 

Westfield Academy to compete in 

an indoor athletics festival. They 

took part in different events, with contributing to the overall 

points total of the school. Well done to the team: Hunter, 

Jack, Cooper, Albie, Wilf, Ruby, Frayer, Phoebe, Emily and 

Emelia. A special congratulations must go to Emily and Wilf 

who both participated brilliantly after only finding out about 

the festival a few hours beforehand!  
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Miss Morris and the Merlin team are delighted to celebrate the following children in 

reception. Congratulations Keira, you are Merlin’s Star of the Week for helping Miss Morris 

keep the classroom spotlessly tidy this week – great news! Well done Arthur, you are 

Merlin’s Worker of the Week, for trying really hard with your handwriting and letter 

formation this week– wonderful to hear young man! 

 

Pendragon – Congratulations to Hero, who is Pendragon’s Star of the Week for contributing 

his ideas in lessons throughout the week - brilliant to hear, Hero! Well done to Eric, who 

has been chosen as Pendragon’s Worker of the Week for writing excellent sentences 

describing his alien in English work - keep up the great effort, Eric!  

 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating Molly M as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week, for 

trying really hard in maths, even when a concept is tricky – great work, Molly! King 

Arthur’s Worker of the Week goes to Freddie, for working hard in English, including lots of 

expanded noun phrases in his descriptive writing – keep up the hard work, Freddie! 

  

Excalibur – Freddie L has been awarded the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for listening to 

and responding to advice given about his work, including greater detail when reasoning in 

maths – fantastic news, Freddie! Mrs Trusson’s Worker of the Week is Phoebe C for writing 

a great series of diary entries for the eruption around Mount Vesuvius in 79AD and creating 

a timeline of this event, which was all presented beautifully - keep up the amazing work, 

Phoebe! 

 

Lancelot – The Star in Lancelot class this week is Wesley, for demonstrating a fantastic 

attitude; showing he can work with super presentation and being helpful to adults - 

brilliant effort, Wes! Mr. Gallagher’s Worker of the Week is awarded to Sam, for showing 

a willingness to come into class with a smile on his face and a hardworking attitude – 

brilliant to hear, Sam!  

 

A special mention this week goes to Ella H, who has completed her level 7 swimming 

award and has now moved up to squad level! Well done to Darcy in Pendragon, who has 

achieved her level 1 swimming award – a brilliant first step (or should that be stroke!) As 

part of his swimming squad, William M qualified for the county championships, which 

took place last weekend at Millfield - being one of the youngest in his category, he came 

third in his heat – we wish him the best of luck for his Bristol races this weekend!   
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World Thinking Day - If your child is part of Girl guiding or Scouting 

movements, they are invited to wear their Rainbow, Brownie, Beavers or 

Cubs uniform to school on Monday 24th February. Local guiding groups are 

signposted above.  

 

Payment Reminders 
Swimming for: 

Pendragon Class and Year 2’s in King Arthur Class - £22.50  
 

Legoland  

Excalibur Class and Year 5’s in Lancelot Class - £27.50 
 

Year 6 

Year 6 Residential  

Balance to be paid by 1st May 2025 

Payments to be made via BACS – see school office if details required. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 

Every Friday 

 
FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 
Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p 

Yoga for King Arthur and Excalibur Classes – Our weekly Yoga sessions continue with Paula. Paula is an 

accredited Yoga Instructor and her Green Crow Yoga classes help children to find their own sense of 

calm and contentment, a key skill in all walks of life. 

Monday 3rd February Swimming for Pendragon Class Year 1 & 2 and King Arthur Year 2’s. 

 
Monday 3rd February Handball tournament at Westfield Academy – selected pupils only. 

Tuesday 4th February Excalibur Class Volcano Day – letter sent home 23rd January 

Wednesday 5th February Vision screening for Reception Class. Opt out letters sent home. 

Wednesday 5th February Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After 

School Childcare for the week beginning Monday 10th February. 

Thursday 6th February Basketball tournament at Bucklers Mead – selected pupils only. 

Monday 10th February Swimming for Pendragon Class Year 1 & 2 and King Arthur Year 2’s. 

 
Monday 10th February Cross Country Event 4 at Bucklers Mead Academy. 

Please note change venue and date. 

Monday 17th February – 

Friday 21st February 

HALF TERM 
 

NEW MENU AVAILABLE 

Wednesday 19th February - Deadline for ordering lunches, booking 

Breakfast Club and After School Childcare for the week beginning 

Monday 24th February. 

Monday 24th February World Thinking Day  

If your child is part of Girl guiding or Scouting they 

are invited to wear their Rainbow, Brownie, Beavers 

or Cubs uniform to school. 

Monday 24th February Swimming for Pendragon Class Year 1 & 2 and King Arthur Year 2’s. 
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New Menu Online for February – May 2025 

 

Please remember to order school meals for after half term by  

Wednesday 19th February. 
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Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 
A six-session parenting programme 

for parents of adolescents aged 10-18 

Would you like to learn how to: 

• be better at talking with your teen? 

• be better at understanding your teen? 

• help your teen learn to manage their emotions?  

• help to prevent behaviour problems in your teen? 

• teach your teen to deal with conflict? 
 

‘Tuning in to Teens’ shows you how to help your teen develop emotional 

intelligence.  

Adolescents with higher emotional intelligence: 

• are more aware, assertive and strong in situations of peer pressure 

• have greater success with making friends and are more able to manage 

conflict with peers 

• are more able to cope when upset or angry 

• have fewer mental health and substance abuse difficulties 

• have more stable and satisfying relationships as adults 

• have greater career success.  

Emotional intelligence may be a better predictor of 

academic and career success than IQ! 

 

Starting 29th April 9.30am in person. Please contact  

rachel.clements@ansford.net to book a place.  

Venue TBC (Ansford /Castle Cary area) 

 

mailto:rachel.clements@ansford.net
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Thank you to all who have returned their Big Schools’ Birdwatch data sheets. this 

weekend as part of our Green Flag Environmental Award. If they are yet to be 

completed, we are asking that you record how many bird species are spotted within one 

hour. The final collection deadline is Monday! 

 

 

 


