
Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the 

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg and Mrs Gillman. 

 

 

Diary Dates 

       2nd May 2025 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

With the fabulous sunny weather, I think it is safe to say the 

summer term is now well underway! Each class’s curriculum 

letters outlining topics and learning for the term have now been 

published. All classes are available to view on our school website, 

by following this link. 

 

We were delighted to be joined by Katie and Harold from 

Coram SCARF education, who provide the school’s Personal, 

Social and Health Education (PSHE) resources. Children 

from Year 1 onwards took part in workshops, 

designed to allow all the chance to learn about their 

mental health, the impact they and their friends have 

on one another and how the brain develops in 

preparation for adolescents. Older children also had 

the opportunity to discuss social choices that they may 

face and how to best navigate these. As ever, if you 

have any questions regarding the 

school’s PSHE delivery, please do not 

hesitate to speak to me, with the 

school’s policy available to view here.  

Year 3 enjoyed their Body 

Control workshop at Ansford 

Academy on Tuesday. The 

year group was put through 

its paces with balance, 

coordination, agility and 

fitness activities – all led by the Year 9 sports leaders of 

Ansford. The group really enjoyed their sessions and are 

looking forward to putting their refined skills to the test 

come Sports Day, later this term!  

Katie and Harold joined us for 

our PSHE workshops this week! 

Y3 - Body 

Control 

PSHE 

Workshops 

https://www.countessgythaprimary.co.uk/curriculum/
https://www.countessgythaprimary.co.uk/curriculum/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/countess-gytha-primary-school/UploadedDocument/6a3513fb-013d-496b-ba7d-d5f3ece141ce/rhe-policy-24-25-agreed.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/countess-gytha-primary-school/UploadedDocument/6a3513fb-013d-496b-ba7d-d5f3ece141ce/rhe-policy-24-25-agreed.pdf
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On the topic of sport, we are incredibly proud to announce that 

Countess Gytha pupils shone brightly in the YPSGA Cross Country 

League 2024-25, especially in the Year 2/3 Girls’ category, 

where our school were crowned team champions! This brilliant 

achievement is a testament to the hard work, determination, and 

team spirit shown by our young runners throughout the season. 

A special congratulations goes to Emily Board, who was 

named the Individual League Winner for the Year 2/3 

Girls. Emily’s outstanding commitment, stamina, and 

focus across all the races earned her top place in the 

standings – an amazing accomplishment! She will receive 

a well-deserved trophy to recognise her achievement. 

We are so proud of every pupil who took part and 

represented Countess Gytha with such enthusiasm; we 

cannot wait to report on our inter-area finalists, who are 

representing Yeovil in their races next week – good luck to 

Molly, Emily, Grace and Ruby. 

Bookman wishes to 

thank all those who 

have completed the 

recent Bookman Easter 

Challenge. Children 

tackled ten exciting tasks - from reading in the 

garden and sharing stories with family to 

experimenting with funny voices and reading in 

extreme spots. Many completed the bronze, 

silver, or golden levels by ticking off five, eight, 

or all ten challenges. Well done to the raffle 

winners: Evie, Seb, Lydia and Dylan.  

 

Thank you to the PTFA who judged our poetry 

competition this week; we can’t wait to 

announce the Poetry Week’s competition 

winners in the next Diary Dates! 

Emily – Y2/3 Cross 

Country League 

Individual Winner 

Y3 - Body 

Control 

Bookman 

winners 
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Countess Gytha played host to over 

180 Preston Primary Academy Trust 

staff on Thursday evening, as we held 

the 2025 Education Conference. Mr 

Gallagher did a fantastic job of putting 

together guest speakers, including alumni 

of Countess Gytha to inspire school and 

trust staff on the theme of, ‘Belonging.’ 

Next week, Thursday 8th May, marks the 

80th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day. There will be celebrations at St Barnabas 

Church in Queen Camel this Sunday 4th May, with the opportunity to hear first-hand 

what it was like to be an evacuee from London to Queen Camel too! The service starts at 

9:30am.  

 

We are inviting all children to come to 

school on Thursday 8th May in red, white 

and blue or any combination thereof! For 

those really wanting to get into the 

1945 swing, please see some themed 

ideas below which would also be 

welcomed.  

 

The children have been busy sowing and 

growing plants for our school garden. We 

will be selling our surplus plants to raise 

money to further develop our outdoor 

environments.  

 

We hope to enhance our garden area 

with the addition of a rainwater 

collection station and a 

polytunnel/outdoor classroom. If anyone 

has a surplus of homegrown plants that 

we can sell or use in our garden, Mrs 

Hewlett or Mrs Feierabend would be 

happy to receive them.  

PPAT Education Conference 

2025 - Belonging 
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Miss Morris and the Merlin team are delighted to celebrate the following children in reception. 

Congratulations Florence, you are Merlin’s Star of the Week for always including others in your 

play, making sure that nobody is left out – lovely news to hear, Florence! Congratulations 

Imogen, you are Merlin’s Worker of the Week for beautiful letter formation – you have worked 

really hard to form all letters correctly across all tasks – keep it up, young lady! 

 

Pendragon – Congratulations to Lily, who is Pendragon’s Star of the Week for working so hard 

in all of her English tasks - amazing news, Lily! Well done to November, who has been chosen 

as Pendragon’s Worker of the Week for working hard to remember all key number bond facts 

– keep practising, November! 

 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating Harriet A as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week, for 

always demonstrating excellent listening skills in all of her class subjects – well done, Harriet.  

King Arthur’s Worker of the Week goes to Emily, for having an excellent understanding of 3D 

shapes and their properties – great work, Emily! 

  

Excalibur – Henry has been awarded the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for being a polite 

member of the class who settles to his work and is increasingly putting his hand up to offer his 

unique insights – keep it up, Henry! Mrs Trusson’s Worker of the Week is awarded to Edmund, 

for his approach to his work both in class and his homework – great to hear, Edmund! 

 

Lancelot – The Star in Lancelot class this week is Sam, for his much-improved progress  

measures – Mr Gallagher is very proud and you should be too, Sam! Mr. Gallagher’s Worker of 

the Week is awarded to Layton, for completing all of his assessments so efficiently and achieving 

greater depth in each and every one too – an incredible effort, Layton! 

 

A special mention this week goes to George for completing his season at Sherborne Rugby Club 

– he has been awarded a medal in recognition of his teamwork all year. Hattie and Emelia both 

have achieved their Level 5 and 7 swimming certificates respectively, great work girls! Finally, 

Emily deserves a special mention for ‘completing swimming’ – she has achieved her final stage 

10 certification and no doubt is looking forward to participating and completing more 

swimming challenges in the future!  
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At last, it almost feels like the summer is on its way.  For this reason, you may wish to apply 

sun cream to your child at home before leaving for school.  An appropriate sun hat would be 

useful to provide the best protection when your child is outside.  

Please make sure sun hats are labelled with your child's name. 

Sun creams cannot be applied by our staff, or shared with other children, so please 

ensure that the sun cream you use will give them the protection they need during the 

school day. 

 

 

The children have been really busy sowing and growing plants for our school garden. We will 

be selling our surplus plants to raise money to further develop our outdoor environments. 

 

We hope to enhance our garden area with the addition of a rainwater collection station and 

a polytunnel/ outdoor classroom. 

 

If anyone has a surplus of homegrown plants that we can sell or use in our garden, we would 

be happy to receive them. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjI5MGOgcTaAhWCXRQKHfA3AKMQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.theodysseyonline.com/open-letter-the-sun&psig=AOvVaw32udo4g8Sw16q1wEaE1phA&ust=1524147248840761
http://countessgythaprimary.us14.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=4d17847f9f59733e8da37a806&id=235927db56&e=dadd36ca9a
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Every Friday 

 
FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 
Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p 

Monday 5th May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Wednesday 7th May 

 

Deadline to book school meals and breakfast club via ParentPay for 

week commencing 12th May.  Deadline to book After School 

Childcare via booking forms for week commencing 12th May. 

Wednesday 7th May Yeovil Area Cross Country Teams Races at Mudford Recreation 

Centre – invited pupils only. 

Thursday 8th May VE Day Celebrations – email sent 1.5.2025 

See details above  

Week commencing 12th May  Key Stage 2 Assessment Week (SATs)  

 8am Breakfast Club in the school hall for Year 6 children. 

Tuesday 13th May  Pendragon Class and King Arthur Class trip to Westlands 

Entertainment Venue to watch Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.  

Wednesday 14th May

 
 

Deadline to book school meals and breakfast club via ParentPay for 

week commencing 19th May.  Deadline to book After School 

Childcare via booking forms for week commencing 19th May. 

Friday 23rd May PTFA Rainbow Run – see poster attached.  

 Forms to be sent out next week. 

Monday 26th May – Friday 

30th June 

 Half Term 

Tuesday 2nd June  Inset Day – school closed to pupils 

Monday 9th June Merlin Class swimming session 1 

Thursday 12th June  Animals 2U South West  

Payment Reminders 
 

Pendragon and King Arthur Class – BSO Orchestra at Westlands  

 

Merlin Class – Puxton Park 
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Thursday 12th June  Welcome meeting for new intake at 4.30pm in the school hall. 

Monday 16th June – 

Thursday 19th June 

Year 6 Residential to Land & Wave, Swanage. 

Monday 16th June Merlin Class swimming session 2 

Monday 16th June Children’s Parliament – details to be sent out shortly. 

Friday 20th June Preschool Trip to Axe Valley 

Friday 20th June Merlin Class Art Specialist Day 

Monday 23rd June Merlin Class swimming session 3 

Wednesday 25th June Race for Life Charity Event – Whole school and preschool – details 

to follow.  

Thursday 26th June  Sports Day – letter emailed out 1.5.2025 

Friday 27th June  PTFA Summer Fayre – Details to follow 

Wednesday 2nd July Somerset Transition Day - Year 6’s to attend Somerset secondary 

schools; all years to move up to new groups - details of classes will 

be sent in June. Please note, for Year 6 children, the individual 

secondary schools will write to families.  

Thursday 3rd July  Merlin Class visit to Puxton Park. 

Tuesday 8th July Tulip Photography in school for class photos and 

Year 6 Leavers photos  

Thursday 10th July  Year 6 Ansford Sports Day – details to follow  

Friday 18th July  PTFA Summer School Disco – details to follow  

Tuesday 22nd July  Last day of the summer term. 
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YNC will be looking for new members for Sept 2025 and will be holding an open taster session on 30th 

June for members and non members (current year R to year 5) to come and give YNC a go! 

 

Please see the details attached - if these sessions are of interest please sign up using the googleform link 

-  https://forms.gle/HdKLnMk6AHYCJFjd9 

 

By signing up to these sessions we will also use this as a basis for communications for the new season 

starting in September. 

 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FHdKLnMk6AHYCJFjd9&e=53588852&h=4d54a304&f=y&p=y
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