
Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 

young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the 

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg and Mrs 

Gillman. 

 

 

Diary Dates 

       21st March 2025 

Dear Parents & Guardians,  

 

After a recent term of handball lessons in PE, 

a team from the school excitedly took part in 

a handball tournament at Westfield on 

Monday. Drawing both games, the team were 

very pleased to see that their shooting, 

passing and defending skills were up-to-

scratch against other local primaries! 

 

On Wednesday, 4 children represented Countess Gytha at 

a Talented Writers event, hosted by children's author, 

Kev Payne. They were taught ideas of how to make 

descriptive and exciting poetry, practise their illustration 

techniques as well as role play their characters such as 

‘The Professor! 

 

I am pleased to announce 

that following a series of 

virtual games hosted 

on Chess.com against 

children from Preston 

Primary, Countess 

Gytha’s chess club won 

this year’s trophy. The 

group now look 

forward to continuing to hone their skills in a series 

of friendly matches during lunchtimes over the 

coming weeks.  

Forces-families egg 

decorations 

Handball team 

Chess Champions! 

Chess Tournament 
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Forces families joined Miss Bridge for an afternoon of egg 

design and decorating, in preparation for the Soldiers', 

Sailors', and Airmen's Families Association (SSAFA) 

competition entries at the end of this term.  

 

Raffle tickets are available from the 

school office for the School Council 

organised Easter Hampers, 

currently in the foyer, council representatives will be selling 

tickets after school every day next week. Thank you to 

everyone who has purchased tickets 

so far.  

 

Next week, we look forward to meeting families 

once again at Parents’ Evening. 

If you require an additional 

appointment, please contact 

the school office. During the 

week of Parents’ Evenings, the 

PTFA will be offering quality, 

used uniform during the 

evenings, with logoed 

cardigans/sweatshirts priced at £2 and all other pieces at 

50p an item.  

Thank you to all who supported 

either (or both of!) the Blackdown’s 

House or Red Nose Day cake sales. 

The house captains of Blackdown House 

are delighted to 

announce raising 

£86 with a further 

£120 being donated 

to Comic Relief following today’s sales and donations. 

Pendragon Clay Day 

Cake Sale 
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Looking ahead to the final two weeks of term, please can I take this opportunity 

to remind parents that enrichment clubs have now finished, although after-school 

care is still operating. Parents are warmly invited to both the PTFA’s Easter Bingo 

event on Friday 28th March (details below) and a letter has been sent home to 

Year 3,4,5 and 6 informing of an upcoming author visit by Onjali Rauf – please 

note that there is no expectation to 

purchase any books – merely that the 

school have a favourable discount to any 

interested. Finally an invite is also open to 

attend this year’s Easter celebration at St 

Barnabas church on Wednesday 2nd April 

at 2pm – seating requests can be made 

here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Nose 

Day 

2025 

https://forms.office.com/e/GthYrMQY6H
https://forms.office.com/e/GthYrMQY6H
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Miss Morris and the Merlin team are delighted to celebrate the following children in 

reception. Congratulations Jesse, you are Merlin’s Star of the Week for always being 

incredibly polite and helpful to everybody across the school – very high praise, Jesse! Well 

done Primrose, you are Merlin’s Worker of the Week, for working hard to master your 

knowledge of phase 3 digraphs - keep up the great work, Primrose! 

 

Pendragon – Congratulations to Freddie, who is Pendragon’s Star of the Week for his 

fantastic effort in English, planning his short story of his Primary Engineer entry of a robot 

which automatically waters plants – a brilliant idea, Freddie well done! Well done to Milo, 

who has been chosen as Pendragon’s Worker of the Week for brilliant focus during phonics 

– Milo even treated Mr Gordon to a 1:1 reading session! 

 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating William as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week, for 

taking on the role of being class librarian and creating an organised and exciting system to 

help choose books – great to hear, William! King Arthur’s Worker of the Week goes to 

Austin, for pushing himself to complete all the solve and prove questions in maths this week 

on the trick topic of fractions – you clearly have a real passion for maths, Austin! 

  

Excalibur – Stanley has been awarded the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for his support 

and encouragement towards his peers during PE – particularly within recent circuit 

training sessions – great to hear that you are offering to support your peers, Stanley! Mrs 

Trusson’s Worker of the Week is awarded to Emily, for working hard to achieve the 

challenges she has been set, particularly in maths and writing – a brilliant attitude, Emily 

– well done! 

 

Lancelot – The Star in Lancelot class this week is Aurelia, for a speedy extended write 

about Rosa parks; keep up the great pace, Aurelia! Mr. Gallagher’s Worker of the Week is 

awarded to Betsy for always being a fantastic role model to others in the class; for being 

ready to help and support the younger children on the playground – wonderful to hear, 

Betsy! 

 

A special mention this week goes to Emelia in Excalibur who has achieved her Level 3 water 

safety – skills include swimming for 200m as well as treading water for 2 minutes and 

performing a shout and signal rescue – extremely impressive, Emelia! Well done to 

Charlotte W in Pendragon, who is celebrating achieving her 10m swimming distance – a 

brilliant success which takes a lot of practice and courage at such a young age!  
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Countess Gytha School Council 

Easter Fundraiser 

Raffle will be drawn on the 
morning of Friday 28th March  

 

    The School Council are raising funds for the school this Easter by 

holding a raffle for some lovely hampers. 
 

Tickets are available at the school office for £1 a strip for 5 tickets. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Every Friday 

 
FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 
Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p 

Week commencing Monday 

24th March  

No Enrichment clubs this week 

Parent meetings. Invite sent out via email. 

Monday 24th March Excalibur Class – Art Specialist Day 

Monday 24th March Cross Country at Yeovil Recreation Centre 

Letter sent home 6.3.25 or available from the school office. 

Tuesday 25th March King Arthur Class trip to The Newt 

Wednesday 26th March Parent meetings. Invite sent out via email. 

Thursday 27th March Mr Gordon’s Tea Party – selected pupils 

Friday 28th March Author, Ben Pulletz visits King Arthur Class 

Friday 28th March PTFA Easter Bingo. 6pm.  Poster below. 

 

Week commencing 

31st March  

No Enrichment clubs this week 

 

Tuesday 1st April Pendragon Class trip to Haynes Motor Museum.  

Letter sent home 7.3.25 

Tuesday 1st April Author, Onjali Rauf visiting Year 3,4,5 & 6 

Wednesday 2nd April Easter Service at St Barnabus Church at 2pm. 

Please see link above to reserve seating. 

Thursday 3rd April  Year 4 and 5 trip to Legoland, Windsor. 

Friday 4th April  Preschool Easter Open Morning – see details below 

Monday 7-18th April Easter Holidays 

Monday 21st April Easter Monday – school closed 

Tuesday 22nd April Back to School 

Thursday 1st May Deadline for full balance of Year 6 Residential 

Monday 5th May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Week commencing 12th May  Key Stage 2 Assessment Week (SATs) 

Tuesday 13th May  Pendragon Class and King Arthur Class trip to Westlands to   

watch Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.  
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Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 
A six-session parenting programme 

for parents of adolescents aged 10-18 

Would you like to learn how to: 

• be better at talking with your teen? 

• be better at understanding your teen? 

• help your teen learn to manage their emotions?  

• help to prevent behaviour problems in your teen? 

• teach your teen to deal with conflict? 
 

‘Tuning in to Teens’ shows you how to help your teen develop emotional 

intelligence.  

Adolescents with higher emotional intelligence: 

• are more aware, assertive and strong in situations of peer pressure 

• have greater success with making friends and are more able to manage 

conflict with peers 

• are more able to cope when upset or angry 

• have fewer mental health and substance abuse difficulties 

• have more stable and satisfying relationships as adults 

• have greater career success.  

• Emotional intelligence may be a better predictor of 

academic and career success than IQ! 

 

Starting 29th April 9.30am in person. Please contact  

rachel.clements@ansford.net to book a place.  

Venue TBC (Ansford /Castle Cary area) 

mailto:rachel.clements@ansford.net
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https://www.supportservicesforeducation.co.uk/Article/170888 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment Reminders 
 

King Arthur Class - The Newt 

 

Pendragon and King Arthur Class – BSO Orchestra at Westlands  

 
 

Excalibur Class and Year 5’s in Lancelot Class - Legoland  
 

 

Year 6 Residential – Land & Wave, Dorset   

Balance to be paid by 1st May 2025 

Payments to be made via BACS – see school office if details required. 

 

Merlin Class – Puxton Park 

 

 

https://www.supportservicesforeducation.co.uk/Article/170888
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The Knight Frank Schools Triathlon is the UK’s largest sport fundraising event for 

children aged 7 - 13 years old. King’s College, Taunton has been selected as a local host 
venue to your school!  

 
More information for this specific event can be found here 

 
Children are invited to take part in this unique event designed especially for young 

people by getting into teams of 4 and coming up with a fun creative team name; then 
they get fundraising with their teammates. 

 
On the day, the three sports are completed in a relay format, allowing each team 

member to swim, cycle and run before crossing the finish line together as a team. All 
abilities are welcome to take part in this event! 

 

https://www.schoolstriathlon.org/e/kings-college-taunton-12433
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Queen Camel Community Land Trust Ltd. (QCCLT) is carrying out a survey to help 

inform the updating of their business plan. QCCLT would be very grateful if recipients of 

this newsletter would kindly complete the individual section of the survey, which can 

be accessed via the following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CB2V5ZJ 

  

As a reminder, the primary purpose of QCCLT is to meet the needs of local residents 

through the ownership and development of community assets. The updated business plan 

will set out how we will use the existing assets at the Old School site in Queen Camel and 

identify new opportunities to hold and manage assets on behalf of the communities within 

the area of benefit referred to as the 

doughnut. This will include the possibility of 

providing more affordable homes, if such a 

need is identified. 

  

Further details about the history, aims and benefits can be found on the QCCLT website.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FCB2V5ZJ&e=53588852&h=a34e36c8&f=y&p=y
https://queencamelcommunitylandtrust.org.uk/
https://queencamelcommunitylandtrust.org.uk/
https://queencamelcommunitylandtrust.org.uk/
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Barclays Big Tennis Weekends | Play Tennis For Free 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lta.org.uk/play/big-tennis-weekends/
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