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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Despite the weather at pickup, the school radiated
with sunny vibes throughout the day, as children
donned their yellow attire to celebrate Hello
Yellow 2026! The annual event is designed to
focus attention on wellbeing, mental health and
positivity and the children certainly brought
plenty of that today!

Emily and George

From Pikachu to golden sunshines, yellow onesies to the proudly share all about

brightest socks, the children looked incredible — we look their mum'’s amazing

forward to announcing the total raised next week but a big work in Kenya as part

thank you on behalf of Young Minds is definitely in order! of the Hello Yellow

assembly

What an afternoon of energy, determination and positivity
at the second YSGA Cross Country event we had at Yeovil Rugby Club! We were
incredibly proud to have 20 runners from Years 2—6 representing our school against
425 children from 31 schools. Every single one of our runners gave their absolute best,
showing fantastic effort and determination as they tackled the course. We had some
brilliant individual finishes, including sth, ath, 13th and 21st place, but as ever, we are

. - nish line!
just as proud of every child who crosses the finish line! Y5/6 Netball Squad

In more sports news this week, our Year 5/6 netball team
enjoyed a fantastic tournament at Westfield Academy,
showing great teamwork and plenty of skill throughout the
afternoon. The team won three, drew one and narrowly lost
one. 8 goals were scored and we conceded just 1! There were
goals from Finley, Emelia, Olivia, Freddie and Lily, while
Emily and Harrison also put in fantastic performances,

making important contributions across the court. A fantastic

team effort — well done to everyone who took part!
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Across the week, we have
been blown away by the
talent on show in our Poetry
Performance Competition!
Children chose an age -
appropriate poem, learned
it by heart and spent time
practising their

performance, building their

Poetry Finalists 2026 confidence by performing to partners, small groups and their

whole class.

After some fantastic class performances, a selection of children were chosen to take part

in the grand final. Our finalists performed brilliantly
in front of our guest judges, Bob and Kit — poetry
aficionados from the local community, who absolutely
loved watching their performances. A huge well done
to every child who took part. We were incredibly

proud of the confidence, expression, enthusiasm and

creativity shown throughout the competition.

Congratulations to our winners: Ronnie and Lottie from
Merlin, Sienna, Matilda, Tilly and Henry from
Pendragon, Eliza from King Arthur, Henry from

Excalibur and Harrison and Freddie from Lancelot.

Children in Merlin and Pendragon were joined by the PTFA
this week to assist with their annual Christmas Card

decorations. The children loved the creativity

and we look forward to sending out the Excalibur and Lancelot
invites to parents to purchase, later in the children join a Guinness World
term. Next week, the PTFA will be back in

school again but this time for to round out

Record attempt for Most
People Reading Online For 12
Hours — we played our part,
the week, with a monster-mash themed disco. so fingers crossed!
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Parents may have spotted the posters advertising this year’s Scholastic Book Fair. From
Tuesday to Thursday next week, there will be an opportunity to visit the fair, with
classes visiting together during the day as well. Much of the proceeds goes towards
ensuring the school continues to offer relevant, engaging and inspiring books for all our
classes.

Also on Tuesday next week, we will be celebrating harvest in St Barnabas church at
11lam. We are accepting food donations for the Lords Larder food bank in Yeovil and any

donation (s greatly appreciated.

Also on the 13%, Reception and Year 1 and 2 parents are invited to join Miss Morris, Mr
Gallagher and Mrs King from 3pm in the school hall to discuss the school’s approach to

phonics, using the Little Wandle scheme and early reading more generally.

The following week will be parent’s evening
for most classes - you are invited to book an
appointment using our online booking system
or via the school office. If you have any issues,
please do not hesitate to get in contact with
us. Please note, there will be no enrichment
clubs during this week — please note, after

school care will still be available.

_ ] Hello Yellow
A Polite Reminder... Celebrations 2026
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The surgery car park is private property and should not be used when
dropping/collecting children from school. The surgery and the school work
closely together as local service providers and appreciate families helping to

maintain this strong relationship.

Thank you for not parking in the Queen Camel Medical Centre.
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| would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were

recognised this week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication:

Merlin (Reception) children will be joining the praise assembly after half term.

Merlin (Year 1’s) — Well done to Bambi, Merlin Worker of the Week for a tremendous
effort in her poetry recital work — lovely to hear, Bambi! Congratulations to Ezra, who is
Star of the Week for showing great kindness when playing with others at break and

lunchtimes — wonderful news, Ezra!

Pendragon — Congratulations to Mason, Pendragon’s Star of the Week — for his positive
attitude towards all learning — keep up the fab attitude, Mason! Pendragon’s Worker of the
Week this week goes to Henry, for his fantastic enthusiasm for performance poetry week —

cracking effort, Henry!

King Arthur — This week, we are celebrating Judah as Miss Bridge's Star of the Week, for
working really hard on his handwriting in his exercise books — you should be extremely
proud, Jude! King Arthur’s Worker of the Week goes to Lydia, for her excellent use of

volume, expression and gesture in the poetry performance sessions — amazing effort, Lydia!

Excalibur — Darcy is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for being an amazingly helpful
young lady, with both her pers and class adults, as well as making great progress with her
Mental Maths Olympics — great to hear, Darcy! Excalibur’s Worker of the Week is awarded
to Henry, for working really had to memorise his chosen poem, ‘Greedy Dog' using
fantastic intonation — brilliant dedication, Henry!

Lancelot = Violet has been recognised as Lancelot’s Star of the Week for excellent accuracy
in maths in her adding and subtracting fractions — lovely news, Violet! Mr
Gallagher’s Worker of the Week goes to Henry R, for contributing greatly to
class discussion, having the confidence to put his hand up and for being a
great role model to the younger children — well done, Henry.
A special mention for Ralph, who completed his stage 2

swimming this week — well done!

Congrtulations to Emily competed in three different
disciplines in one day. Dressage, show jumping and cross country. She did very well,
coming 2" individually and team 15t — amazing news!
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Cross Country Event #3 at Huish Park, Yeovil

Cross Country consent form -19th

on Monday 19t October. Please sign up here
by clicking on the link right.

Flu Vaccination (Nasal Spray) from Somerset SAINT.

A
A B

I1

=
This is due to be held in school on Thursday 15th October.
One form must be completed for each child.

Please complete the decision form even if you do not consent to the

vaccination.

Flu Vaccination Form  Unique School code: SM146446

This is a reminder to those who have not already completed the online form for
external visits.
This is a new form this year which must be completed for your child to attend school

trips.

Parent/Carer Consent Form for External Visits

The paper consent and data collection form sent home for children in Year 1 - ¢ need to be

returned to the school office.
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/5w2LSPEjvc
https://www.somersetsaint.co.uk/Forms/Flu
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MOf4yqujLkK2ARvvkWk254QxQrDthd1No7MZ9mSktXpUODhZMFlOMDhJRzhaMVBVMTI4UEdLMVBDTy4u&route=shorturl
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Tuesday 13th October, Wednesday 14t October and
Thursday 15t October
School Hall 3:30pm — 4:30pm

MSCHOLASTIC

BOOK FAIRS
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NEW 00KS. NEW WORLDS.

NEW FAVOWURITES.
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_ DISCOVER MORE BOOKS ONLINE!

. AlL books subject to aveilability.

Payment at our Book Fair HELP EARN FREE BOOKS

Please check with your school for the best way to pay for your books Scholastic is one of the largest providers of free books to
You may pay by card at the Fair via our digital till or card schools via our Reward scheme which helps to ensure that
reader machines if your school has one, or by using the online as many children as possible have access to books that
link at www.bookfairs.co.uk/pay and simply selecting your support reading for pleasure. Every time you buy from the
school from the drop down menu. Book Fair, you help to make a difference by supporting

o : : literacy in your child’s setting. Last year, with your help, we
Pro-pdid gift vauchers drs avaflable n £3; E10, E18 £=0 ancl gave over £5.3M worth of free books to schools nationwide,
which stocked school libraries and classrooms.

£25. Go to www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers to
buy vouchers for your child before the Fair.

If you can’t attend the Fair in person, your child can order /—/H/A\
books via a Wish List - please ask your school for details. @ f ¢) 1

a0~ oo
oo oo

*Free books are subject to terms and conditions. Please contact your Book Fair Organiser or Scholastic Book Fairs for details.
All books subject to availability. Book range may vary.
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School Harvest Information - Tuesday 13t October

The Lord's Larder Food Bank Information
Last year in 2025, with your help we were able to help 4,947 adults and 3,325 children, a total of
8,572 people in need.
The Lord's Larder Food Bank supports and works alongside 70 statutory agencies that work with those to
help alleviate local poverty, hardship, and despair.

All this would not be possible without the generosity of all those who happily support the Lord's Larder Food
Bank Yeovil. If you would be interested in donating food for this Harvest, please consider the following;- All
food items need to be, unopened, in good condition and well IN DATE,

If you would like to talk to the Lord's Larder contact 01935 726576, thank you for collecting.

List of Food Items

Tinned Mince, Tins of Hot Dogs,

Tinned Tuna, Tinned Meat Pies,

Tins of Stewed Steak,
Tins of Meatballs, Tins of Curry, Tins of Chilli Con Carne,
Tins of Corned Beef, Tins of Ham,
Jars of Pasta Sauce,
Packets of Instant Potato,
80 Teabags, Coffee,
Cereal Bars, Packets of Biscuits, Packets of Biscuits for Cheese,
Porridge Oats, Boxes of Cereal
Bags of Sugar - small and large,
Cartons Long Life Milk,
Cartons of Fruit Juice, Squash,
Tins of Mixed Vegetables,Tins of Sweet Corn, Meat Paste,
Tins of Peas, Tinned Carrots,
Tins of Potato, Tinned Ravioli, Tins of Spaghetti
Tins of Beans and Sausages,
Packets of Noodles, Packets of Savoury Rice, Couscous,
Cup a Soup, Tins of Soup
Tins of Fruit, Rice Pudding, Jelly, Jars of Jam, & Instant Custard.

Please send in donations

Collection boxes will be in the school hall and school reception area.
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Y Somerset
¥ Council

Apply now for
Secondary School
places

School
Admissions

Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the

< Q Somerset School Admissions
somerset 1d - Q)
The online portal for applications for children to start
secondary school in September 2027, or transfer to
Upper school, is now OPEN.
The closing date is 31 October 2026.

The Secondary School Admissions Guide is now live
on our website Secondary admissions guide
(somerset.gov.uk) We strongly encourage you to
read this before making your application.

We recommend you always include your catchment
school as one of your preferences. If you don't and it
becomes oversubscribed, we can't guarantee your
child a place there and if you don't get offered one of
the schools you have chosen, your child might be
offered a school further away with no travel
assistance.

PLEASE NOTE FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE DUE TO
START SCHOOL IN RECEPTION IN SEPTEMBER 2027
OR TRANSFER TO JUNIOR OR MIDDLE SCHOOL IN
SEPTEMBER 2027, THE ON LINE PORTAL WILL BE
OPEN ON 28th SEPTEMBER 2026.

A few tips before you start;

1. If you previously applied for a child starting or
transferring school in 2017 or earlier you will need to
re-register on the portal as a new system was
introduced at this time.

2. If you do not receive your registration or forgotten
password email please check your junk mail. If you
still do not received an email please contact
schooladmissions@somerset.gov.uk

Primary Admissions Guide

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg.



https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/primary-admissions-guide/

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP - Every Friday morning breaktime — 20p

Monday 12t October

Swimming for Year 5 & Year & session 5

Tuesday 13th October

Harvest Service at St Barnabus Church, Queen Camel at 11am.

All welcome, please see link above to sign up for a seat.

Tuesday 13t October

Meet the Teacher and Phonics Information drop in meeting in the school hall
Bpm — 3.45pm. For Merlin Class and Pendragon Class parents.

Tuesday 13t October

]

00K FAIR \
Him

i

Book Fair to be held in school hall. !
gg.B
N

Wednesday 14t October

School tour for new intake 2027 at 1.45pm. Please book a place at the school

office. All welcome.

Wednesday 14t October

i A K .‘)
BOOK FAIR
ﬁf; e Ee N

Book Fair to be held in school hall.

Wednesday 14t October

Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School Childcare
for the week beginning Monday 12t October 2026.

Thursday 15t October

School Nurse team in school to give Flu vaccine (nasal spray) to all children with

consent. See link above or email sent out 22.9.2026.

Thursday 15t October

Book Fair to be held in school hall. ;

| BOOK FAIR\
g AW

Friday 16t October

PTFA Disco — details below

[P ] countEss cyTHa
[ @ | PRIMARY SCHooL

Saturday 1.7t October

Castle Cary Carnival Event S,
LA mam g
See sign up details above '

Email sent 2.10.26

Monday 1.9t October

Swimming for Year 5 & Year 6 session 6

=

Monday 19t October

Cross Country event at Huish Park, Yeovil.

Cross Country consent form - 19th October — FEill in form

Week Commencing
Monday 1.9t October

Parents’ Evening Events — Detalils to follow shortly.

Please note that there will be no enrichment clubs this week

Tuesday 20th October

Year 2 Ansford Sports Festival — letter sent home today.

Monday 26t October —
Friday 30th October

Half Term — school closed

Friday 31t October

Deadline for Secondary school applications.

Monday 274 November

Swimming for Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class -

Lo

session 1

Tuesday 10t November

Year 5 Ansford Sports Festival — letter to follow
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/pqLFb9SUsP

«  WORDS

A fun, creative story writing competition.
Opens for entries

Tuesday 29 September - Friday 6 November 2026
X

No need to worry about spelling,
punctuation or grammar!

Prizes for
the bronze, silver
and gold winners!!

Find out more and enter at BlBjC
bbc.co.uk/500words =2
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MERLIN 2PM-3.15PM
EXCALIBUR/LANCELOT 5PM-6.15PM
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Welcome to the Somerset School Nurse Team newsletter!

The school nurse team is made up of Specialist Community Public Health Nurses,
and Assistant Practitioners. We specialise in promoting the health and wellbeing of children and young people aged 5—19
years and cover primary and secondary schools across Somerset.

doing as a service, and will include topics and links relevant to physical and mental health. ek

F o
We hope you find this newsletter helpful but please do feedback anything you would like to be added. e
Somerset children & young people : Health & Wellbeing : Phn School Nursing OF
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i This newsletter will be delivered termly, and is intended to keep you up-to-date on all the things we are (O !
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¢z With coughs and cold season fast approaching
please remind your child of the importance of good
n hand hygiene..
Washing Your Hands song - CBeebies

What is SEND support?

(Webinar for Parent Carers and Young People)

Do you have questions about SEND support and how
education settings should meet a child or young ; e e L
person’s special educational needs? N . " @ == v

@ 5
Join our free webinar to learn more about SEND support in

education. There will also be an opportunity to ask questions during
a Q&A session at the end of the webinar.

If your child is experiencing issues with daytime/nighttime wetting

G lmpmved by fonow'ng e

4 Steps to a Healthy Bladder

For more information on how to join visit:
1. Check the bowel

WOkahODS and Information Da] /s It is important to rule out constipation as a full bowel will
& reduce the capacity of the bladder to expand

2, Check for a UTI (Urinary Tract Infection) N7

.ﬂ Are you experiencing issues with your child ) ) _ . g
(S0, 7 S Bugs in the bladder can cause issues around wetting so itis - @
g around toilet training? fpobtant 1o chiack for hfacton i)
If so please click on the link below to find useful ?r‘n% 3. Drink plenty!
information and advice... INLIFE g The bladder is a musde and all muscles need exercising, visit
the link below for advice regarding how much your child
Potty training your child - Best Start in Life - NHS = should be drinking
4. Relax to wee
If your child has already started school and is still in nappies/ Ensure your child is comfortable sitting on the toilet, encourage k.4
pullups please contact the School Nurse Team for support! them to take their time & encourage boys to do sit down wees

Text Chat health: 07480 635 515
Children’s bladder health — what’s normal and what can go wrong - ERIC
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@ ChatHealth Q Has your child missed their flu vaccination?

Somerset If so, the School Aged Immunisation Nursing Team (SAINT)
t are running a number of walk in clinics.

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY!

SAINT

Flu Vaccination Clinics
Al clinics below are for the FLU nasal spray vaccination and are walk-ins (no
appointment Is needed). If your child requires the FLU Inactivated injection Please
. contact 0300 323 0032 to arrange an appointment. e

i s your child oaTe & TIme ,, oons oatEa TIME Avoness
5-19 and are you =

looking for confidential
help and support?

Satuminy
Pt
06130 1400

gl
paneee TAR AGL

A safe and easy way to contact
your School Nursing Team

Just send a text

07480 635 515

o

Improving

Wednasday
Zmece
om301300

20k
9831230

Disclaimer: This is not an emergency service; it operates Monday to Friday 9am -

Spmand is only available by using a UK mobile number. Your messages are oy
stored on our secure system and can be seen by the School Nursing Team who SEWR
run our ChatHealth Service. Although this is a confidential service, in the event of i 5
a safeguarding issue the School Nurse has a duty of care to act on this and may AR SR
wodnesday ot

Back to school can mean a return of those
pesky ‘head lice’! LDOKEOSIRIS'#N POSTING

FLAG VHS|
rset

How do | treat head lice?

Meg:ou&ed Ioll)leors mdﬁ:r;cprmm gaoyfshl;dneeded the ‘wet combing’

bttt g 1 2 Somerset School Aged Immunisation Nursing Team | Somerset NHS Trust

The Wet Combing’ Method:

L Wash your hair with ordinary shampoo N ﬂ

L Apply lots of conditioner to the hair (any conditioner E ORAL HYGI E
will do)

. Comb the whole head of hair from roots to the : With a significant rise seen recently in child tooth
el blsiligod e ool w | extraction, please can we remind you of the
pharmacy importance of good oral hygiene

Ld It usually takes about 10 minutes to comb short
hair, and 20—30 minutes for long or curly hair . . . L

. Use this method on days 1, 5,9 and 13, so you H ° Brush teeth twice a day: ideally first thing in
cat s iinenlylakchedlice 1 morning and last thing at night

. Check everyone's hair again on day 17 to make
sure they are free of lice. . .

i If you m medication, this can be bought from a supermark il :t v:ek - * Use atflua:c!e_ *oo.';hlpc::t el'olg)e a pec-lfsfllzed o

macy. el ey poediss amount containing at le ppm of fluoride
For more information on treating headlice head to... ° Brush for 2 minutes: ensure your child brushes

e e for 2 minutes covering every tooth and surface

. Spit don't rinse: after brushing your teeth spit
Somerset School Nurse Team Contact Details: the excess toothpaste and avoid rinsing

Email: schoolnurseduty@somerset.gov.uk

Tel: 0300 790 9854

How to Brush Your Teeth Animation MCM
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Fore and Aft Church
fun worship time

For God and Al Family Together

All ages welcome - tea and cake
Sunday 4pm
at St. Barnabas, Queen Camel

October 11t" Noah’s Ark and

Pet Blessing
Bring your pet, pet photograph,
or your favourite animal toy
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SWIMF

swimming skills for life

PBOOK NOW =
SWIM-FREE.ORG.UK

FULLY funded swimming lessons for children with a serving or reservist
parent(s) in the RN, RM, RFA & Army.

(. ANDREW Email: enquiries@swim-free.org.uk
SIMPSON
FOUNDATION

-4 GREENWICH
for assistance or queries e HOSPITAL

SUPPORTING THE ROYAL NAVY SINCE 1694
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Halt-Term
Holiday Activities:
Taking Time

27-29 October, 10.30am-3.30pm

Have fun exploring the time-themed installations
from Wells Art Contemporary, and join us to
fashion your own creations!

Discover optical illusions, learn about the Cathedral’s incredible
Astronomical Clock, and make your own spinning seasons wheel.
Suitable for children and families.

Admission included with entry to Wells Cathedral.
No need to book — simply drop in on the day! More info at:

In association with: wellscathedral.org.uk/whats-on =
WELLS L
ART. [x]

AR Wells Cathedral is a Registered Charity, no. 1207269 i |
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WELLS

e CATHEDRAL

M * v 4

Cathedral in~
-~ aDrawing

v ¥
J .

Saturday 10 October, 10.30am-3.30pm 9,

»
B
»
%

Pick up free art materials and sketch whatever inspires you —
windows, carvings, tiny details, or your own unique view, with the

option to have your sketch displayed in an online exhibition!
All ages and abilities welcome.

Admission FREE with entry to the Cathedral.
No need to book - simply drop in on the day!

($707) Sump.q b ul [pipayIpy Yz 2/mdp7) WOy suoissiugng :saSeul|

Find out more at: E E

In association with:

WELLS www.wellscathedral.org.uk/whats-on '-'_'I
ART
ARV Wells Cathedral is a Registered Charity, no. 1207269 E d
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young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg.




DANCE ¢ DRAMA . UNFORGETTABLE FUN

AUTUMN HALF TERM

TUES 27™ & THURS 29™ OCT

~ Performance Workshops

-+ Two full days of musical theatre fun for all children aged 5-15 --

TUESDAY
OCT 27™

THURSDAY

oCT 29™ I » € o
B ) REDUCED TO £35 |
10-5PM £4O + PER DAY IF BOTH DAYS _ |
‘ PER DAY BOOKED
9 Sherborne Dance Academy, , A
I} <  North Street, Sherborne % ‘-f’:@

N + sparkandspotlight@gmailcom 4+ | 4
LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE - PLEASE USE EMAIL TO BOOK

Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg.




FOOTBALL
FRIENDSHIPS
FUN THIS
HALLOWEEN

©

MONDAY 26 ODCOMBE

FRIDAY 30
OCTOBER VILLAGE HALL

FUN MAKE SKILLS PRIZES
FOOTBALL SESSIONS NEW FRIENDS & CHALLENGES & MORE!

WWW.YTCST.CO.UK

https://yeovil-town-cst.classforkids.io/camp/6

Discount code: Fry289

Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg.
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