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Diary 

 Dates 

 13th November 2026 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

Marking the 11th November, the school and 

preschool observed the two-minute silence following 

readings and recitals from members of Lancelot class.  

Representatives of the Gytha Troops were proud to 

embody the school at RNAS Yeovilton, alongside 

family members and serving personnel at the base.  

In preparation for this important occasion, all of our Gytha Troop 

children contributed towards creating a beautiful remembrance 

wreath, which was respectfully laid at the memorial during the 

service. 

Year 5 had a fantastic time visiting Ansford 

Secondary School to take part in a dance 

workshop. The workshop was led by Ansford 

pupils, who had choreographed a dance for each 

visiting school to learn and perform.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience, throwing themselves into the activities with great 

enthusiasm. Some children particularly impressed us with their 

natural dance ability, confidence and skill.  

It was a wonderful opportunity to 

develop their dancing skills, work 

together and enjoy a new 

experience. Well done, Year 5!  

The Year 5 and 6 football team was also in action on 

Wednesday, visting Ilchester to play against them as well 

RNAS Remembrance 

at Yeovilton 

Y5 Dance Workshop 
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as another of the PPAT schools, North Cadbury. 

With rolling substituions across both games, 

everybody made their contribution count with 

excellent last-gasp defending, incredible saves from 

both keepers and strong team work in the midfield 

and attack meant that we competed well. We lost 

both games but look forward to future rematches as 

well as the girls’ event that we are hosting next 

week!  

Rehearsals for the nativity have also punctuated the week - 

please don’t forget that scripts should be in school every day and that all of the songs 

are available to practise at home via this link on the school 

website. 

Year 4,5 and 6 children enjoyed a special assembly led by 

the Horse Society, focusing on how to stay safe around 

horses, particularly when sharing the road. The assembly 

highlighted the importance of being considerate and 

responsible road users, whether travelling by bicycle, 

scooter or in a car. The key message was “Pass wide and slow” 

and to always remember that horses are living animals that can 

be frightened unexpectedly.  

The main news of the week has to have been Pudsey visiting on 

Monday and the children’s incredible fundraising efforts however!  

As of this morning, our families have raised 

over £2000 for Children in Need with 

sponsorship of children as part of their 

“Run Pudsey” challenges. The main-bear 

themselves visited on Monday with all 

children able to meet Pudsey and some running with Charlie 

from BBC Radio Somerset, who also interviewed our senior 

school councilors for the breakfast show!  

Topping off the week’s challenges, parents joined their children 

on a final chilly run around the field together. Dodging the cones 

“Lawrence the Horse” 

assembly 

Y5/6 Football at Ilchester 

https://www.countessgythaprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Nativity+2026&pid=324
https://www.countessgythaprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Nativity+2026&pid=324
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and skating across the frost, classes had a brilliant time leading their parents before 

celebrating with their classes in front of a giant chalked Pudsey face with all of the 

day’s donations!  

We were very sorry to have missed a number of children’s permissions but hope that 

a re-visit later this half-term will go a long way to putting this right. Our visitor will 

be returning to say a great big thank you to the school and we will ensure all children 

get to stretch their legs alongside the yellow legend!  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank families for 

their support and generosity.  

Classes were delighted to receive their share of over 70 

books the school has been able to purchase as part of the 

Scholastic Book Fair this year! The librarians have been 

busy barcoding them and adding them to the school library in the 

hope that all can enjoy them from next week!  

Finally, we welcome parents and families to join us at 11 am on 

Wednesday 2nd December for our Christingle celebration. Please can each child have 

an orange in school on Monday 30th or Tuesday 1st December, ready to decorate with 

school-provided resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book 

Fair Purchases 
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I would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were 

recognised this week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication: 

 

Merlin – Well done to Finn, Merlin Worker of the Week for your great focus on your 

handwriting – a superb effort, young man! Congratulations to Theo, who is Star of the 

Week in Merlin, for his fantastic efforts in his nativity rehearsals – we can’t wait for the 

show in a few weeks, Theo! 
 

Pendragon – Congratulations to Keira, Pendragon’s Star of the Week – for her dedication 

to learning all of her lines in readiness for this year’s nativity – the excitement is already 

starting to build! Pendragon’s Worker of the Week this week goes to Ashton, for writing his 

postcard from Stickman, all about his feelings. You did a brilliant job talking about how 

lonely he felt, well done Ashton! 
 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating Joseph as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week, for 

his dedication to learning all of his times-tables – a key skill that remains vital to master 

Joe, well done! King Arthur’s Worker of the Week goes to Jacob, for writing a superb 

description of the disgusting Mr Twit – you really went to town on his eyebrows Jacob, a 

brilliant piece! 
 

Excalibur – William is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for making greater effort in his 

handwriting and to complete all work, particularly in maths – great to hear, William! 

Excalibur’s Worker of the week goes to Holly De Lange for some great writing in her diary 

entry, using some amazing features to enhance her writing – keep up the hard work, 

young lady! 

 

Lancelot – The Worker of the Week goes to Emelia, for always giving 100% in everything 

she does, consistently showing enthusiasm, dedication, and a fantastic attitude – I can 

second that, well done Emelia! Emily has been recognised as Lancelot’s Star of the Week for 

an outstanding reading during the Remembrance Service, speaking clearly, confidently and 

with expression as well as an ongoing outstanding work ethic – amazing news, Emily!  

  

A special mention to Molly in Lancelot, who took part in the Devon 

Dance Festival in half-term and her two dance groups got 1st and 

3rd place in jazz and ballet! Well done to Sophie and Hattie in 

Excalibur, who participated in a recent hockey tournament. They 
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enjoyed all of their games (even the one where they played each other) and would 

highly recommend Yeovil and Sherborne hockey club! A special mention goes to Mason 

in Pendragon, who was awarded star player at his recent football training sessions. 

Mason has been listening really carefully and training hard alongside his team! Well 

done to Henry, also in Pendragon, who was recently awarded a medal from his 

gymnastics group at Orchard, for his participation in the team routines!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Payment Reminders on ParentPay 

 

Cineworld visit for Merlin Class and Pendragon Class £4.15 
 

Strode Theatre visit for King Arthur, Excalibur and Lancelot Class £4.15 
 

Swimming for Years 5 & 6 

Swimming for Years 3 & 4 
 

Pantomime £3.40 

 

Following serious allegations of misconduct and grooming, the school has taken the 

decision to remove the books of David Walliams at this time. If your child has one as a 

current reading book provided by the school, then please return it to the school office 

when convenient.  

 

It remains up to families as to whether they wish to continue reading his works at 

home or as a home-school book provided by the parent.  
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12th Nov 2026  

  

Dear Parent/Carer,  

  

We are writing to ask for your support in keeping children and young people safe and ensuring 

families understand the law around privately owned electric scooters (e-scooters).  

We are increasingly seeing children and young people using privately owned e-scooters to travel to 

and from school and in other public places.  

While e-scooters are widely available to buy, this does not mean they can legally be used in public.  

   

What does the law say?  

  

Privately owned e-scooters cannot legally be ridden on public roads, pavements or in public spaces 

such as parks. They can only be used on private land with the permission of the landowner.  

The rules for authorised rental e-scooters are different. Rental e-scooters operating within an official 

scheme may be used in accordance with the conditions of that scheme.   

   

What could happen?  

  

Using a privately owned e-scooter in public can result in enforcement action. This can include;  

• Seizure of e-scooter   

• Reporting riders to court  

• Reporting parents or guardians where circumstances indicate offences relating to 

permitting unlawful use  

• Potential points on driving licence for those who hold one  

• Impact on future driving licence applications and insurance premiums  

The financial implications of recovering a seized e-scooter can be significant, with recovery and 

storage fees often exceeding the value of the scooter itself.   

  

Riders could receive a fine and penalty points, and the e-scooter may be seized by police.  

 

Safety Concerns  

 

Alongside the legal issues, there are serious safety concerns surrounding the use of e-scooters. Many 

e-scooters are capable of travelling at considerable speeds and hospitals across the UK are reporting 
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increasing numbers of injuries linked to e-scooters. These range from minor cuts and bruises to 

serious and life-changing trauma. Importantly these injuries not only affect riders. Other children 

walking to school, pedestrians, and cyclists can also suffer injury.   

  

Our message to parents and carers  

   

With birthdays and Christmas often bringing new bikes, scooters and other forms of transport, we 

are encouraging parents and carers to think carefully before purchasing an e-scooter for a child or 

young person.  

 

If you do purchase one, please be clear with your child about where it can legally be used. In 

particular, children should not be riding privately owned e-scooters to school, as doing so will 

ordinarily involve riding in a public place.  

We are asking schools to help us share this message so that children and families understand the law 

before enforcement becomes necessary.  

  

Our aim is not to criminalise young people. Our aim is to prevent harm, improve road safety and 

avoid children and families facing unnecessary consequences because they were unaware of the law.  

   

Thank you for your support in helping us keep children and young people safe.  

   

Best regards,  

 

 

                                                                      
 

                          

    Sarah Crew QPM                                                      Clare Moody     

    Chief Constable                                                         Police and Crime Commissioner for 

    Avon and Somerset Constabulary                             Avon and Somerset Constabulary    
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP - Every Friday morning breaktime – 20p 

Monday 16th November   Swimming for Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class 

- session 3 

Wednesday 18th November  Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After 

School   Childcare for the week beginning Monday 23rd November. 

Completed booking forms can be emailed to 

wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org     

Friday 20th November PTFA Mufti Day for Christmas Fair Donations .. see poster above 

.  

Monday 23rd November   Swimming for Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class - 

session 4 

Tuesday 24th November  Cineworld visit for Merlin and Pendragon Classes 

Wednesday 25th November  Strode Theatre visit for King Arthur, Excalibur and Lancelot Classes 

Friday 27th November  Tulip Photogrpahy in school for individual and sibling photoraphs. 

Friday 4th December  

 PTFA Christmas Fair  

Monday 7th December   Swimming for Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class - 

session 4 

Tuesday 8th December  Countess Gytha Choir to perform at Village Café.  

Tuesday 1st December Christingle Making for all classes.  

All children to bring in an orange.  

Wednesday 2nd December  Christingle Celebration – timings to be confirmed 

 Christingle Service at St Barnabus Church (details to be sent out 

shortly)   

Week Commencing  

Monday 14th December  

Please note that there will be no enrichment clubs this week 

Wednesday 16th December Christmas Carol Concert at St Barnabus Church. Details to follow. 

 
 
 

 

 

mailto:wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org
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