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Diary Dates 

15th May 2026 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to share that Year 6 have 

achieved another milestone in their journeys at Countess 

Gytha, with all completing their end of Key Stage 2 assessments (SATs). We look forward 

to publishing the results when they are returned to schools, expected this year in the 

second week of July.  

 

As you can see from the smiles, the group rightly feel proud of themselves and are looking 

forward to their final half term together. Following the final paper, Year 6 were delighted 

to receive their scripts for this year’s production – ‘The Flying 

Machine.’ The children have been given an excerpt to consider 

rehearsing in preparation for auditions next week with Mr 

Gallagher and Mrs Sherry. I am sure like me, you cannot wait 

to see the play at the end of the summer term, and I know 

that the children will enjoy rehearsing and building their props.  

 

The Countess Gytha Year 4, 5 and 6 boys enjoyed a fantastic 

indoor cricket festival at Westfield Academy. Although the team 

lost their first match while getting to grips with the rules, they 

showed brilliant determination and teamwork throughout the 

Year 6 celebrate completing 

their end of key stage 

assessments  

Cricket Team   
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session. In the second game, the boys worked incredibly hard 

for each other and heroically secured a thrilling victory by 

just one run! Everyone showed great sportsmanship, 

enthusiasm and resilience, making the festival a huge success. 

A special mention to team mascot, baby Ned, who cheered 

the team on for the final match - well done to Barnaby, 

Albie, Alfie, Freddie, Riley, Fin, Wilf and Alex! 

 

We didn’t think it would be possible to top our Gold Award 

the school received last week for its work in Primary Careers 

and Aspiration, but I am delighted to announce that we are a 

PLATINUM school for Physical Education and School Sport! This rarified level is only 

awarded to those schools who have shown a commitment across at least 4 years to 

developing sport within the school, as well as having 

clear provision and action plans to continue to 

champion Physical Education. 

 

As part of Mental Health Awareness Week, pupils across 

the school enjoyed joining Joe Wicks for a fun, energetic 

live workout. Lancelot and Pendragon completed the 

session on Thursday afternoon, while Excalibur, King Arthur and 

Merlin joined in on Friday. The children loved getting active together and learning how 

exercise can support positive mental wellbeing.  

 

Following the theme of physical activity 

helping our mental health, the whole school 

took part in The Big Green Scavenger Hunt 

today. Children worked in mixed-

age groups across the school to 

solve riddles and discover clues 

hidden around our outdoor spaces. 

It was a wonderful opportunity to 

encourage teamwork, problem-

solving and plenty of “walking and 

talking” while enjoying time 

Joe Wicks PE-a-long! 

A Platinum Award 

following four years of 

dedication to PE and 

school sport 

Mental Health Awareness Week – 

Scavenger Hunt 
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together outside. 

 

The fun didn’t stop there however as we hosted our annual PTFA Colour Run event this 

afternoon – the photos speak for themselves with sky-high levels of enthusiasm, 

camaraderie and enjoyment. I’m sure that the PTFA will have their work cut out to 

provide a final total from sponsorship this year, which we hope to share with all in the 

half-termly Newsletter next week.  

 

Following a quick change of clothes for staff, we will once again be speaking at the Queen 

Camel Annual Village Meeting. If you are able to join us from 6pm tonight, at the Queen 

Camel Memorial Hall, I assure you that there will be plenty of school success stories we can 

share in telling the community and feel proud to be part of such a special school 

community!  

 

Looking ahead to next week, the final week before half-term – we will be publishing the 

regular Newsletter, which will include details of classes for September 2026. Class staffing 

and class allocation letters will be sent to families following the half-term with annual 

reports expected at the end of next half-term. Excitingly, next week will also see the 

school hall fitted with new speakers and lighting equipment, just in time for the Year 6 

production.  

 

Finally, a reminder that we hope families are able to join us to share in their children’s 

workbooks from the late spring and early summer terms - the signup link is available 

here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PTFA Colour Run 2026 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=MOf4yqujLkK2ARvvkWk25xWO2bu3kV9BsnFQJBNryJdUQ1NTVEVFSjU2U0I1TjhOTFA1N1RTNENHSS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=MOf4yqujLkK2ARvvkWk25xWO2bu3kV9BsnFQJBNryJdUQ1NTVEVFSjU2U0I1TjhOTFA1N1RTNENHSS4u
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I would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were recognised this 

week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication: 

Congratulations Mason, you are Merlin’s Star of the Week – for your fantastic behaviour and 

positivity all week – a very worthy winner of the Star award indeed – congratulations, 

young man! Sienna is Merlin’s Worker of the Week, for her hard work in all areas of provision 

and completing every challenge an adult has set – very impressive indeed, Sienna! 

 

Pendragon – Congratulations Keira, you are Pendragon’s Star of the Week – for your 

resilience and ‘can-do’ attitude to all of your learning this week – fantastic to hear, young 

lady! Pendragon’s Worker of the Week goes to Jacob, for his wonderful handwriting, putting 

in a superb effort this week - very impressive, Jacob! 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating Georgia as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week – for 

her effort in class and working really hard on her handwriting - keep it up, Georgia! King 

Arthur’s Worker of the Week is Judah, for writing some excellent facts about the Ancient 

Maya and presenting them in front of the class – very impressive, Judah! 

 

Excalibur – Reuben is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for demonstrating good independence 

in his maths work, particularly when it comes to rounding decimal numbers – great to hear, 

Reuben! Excalibur’s Worker of the Week is awarded to Albert, for working hard to produce a 

dilemma story in his extended write, demonstrating a range of key features – it now sits proudly 

on the Board of Brilliance in my office, well done Albert! 

Lancelot – Mr Gallagher’s Star of the Week is Seb – for an excellent presentation on the Year 

5 biography project – choosing a particularly pertinent subject of Sir David Attenborough to 

research. The Worker of the Week for Lancelot is Aurelia for working incredibly hard to ensure 

that all of her assessment papers were completed – along with all of your year 6 peers, you 

have given it everything Aurelia, well done!  

A special mention goes to Molly and Iyla took part in the Yeovil Olympiads 

County Champs last Saturday. They did the under 10s quad event: long 

jump, 50m sprint, 400m race and howler throw. Molly came 2nd in the 

whole event, earning a trophy! 
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Grace competed in the U12 Quad events and came 1st place in 600m, 

75m and Long Jump which gave her an overall 2nd place for the 

county!  

 

Iyla competed for the first time in the U10 ‘Funetics’ events, which 

included 50m, 600m, Long Jump and Howler throw. She did 

exceptionally well for her first go – well done! 

 

Harrison (Midsomer Norton Rugby Club) and Albert (Castle Cary 

Rugby Club). They took part in a multi club tournament at Frome 

Rugby Club and played against each other – well done, boys!  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Every Friday 

 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 
Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p 

Friday 15th May   

Wednesday 20th May Mr Gordon’s Tea Party – invited pupils only 

Friday 22nd May Summer Term Book Celebration – Families are warmly invited to join children in 

sharing their workbooks from this term from 2:30pm – sign up here.  

Monday 25th May Bank Holiday – school closed Half Term 

Wednesday 27th May Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School 

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 1st June 2026. 

Monday 1st June Inset day – school closed for pupils 

Tuesday 2nd June Back to school 

Tuesday 2nd June Deadline for entries into Art Competition celebrating 10 Years  

Friday 5th June Summer Party at Countess Gytha – see poster below. 

Monday 15th June – 

Thursday 18th June 

Year 6 Residential to Land & Wave 

Monday 15th June – 

Thursday 18th June 

Year 5 – Fiver Challenge Week  

Tuesday 16th June Pendragon Class Trip to Monkey World 

Friday 19th June Father’s Day Breakfast Event 8-8.45am – email sent out 15.5.26 

Friday 19th June Preschool Trip to Puxton Park 

Friday 19th June Year 5 – Fiver Challenge Stalls in playground after school 

Wednesday 1st July Somerset Transition morning 

Thursday 2nd July Year 6 Ansford Sports Day – details to follow shortly 

Friday 3rd July Photographer in school for class photos and Year 6 Leavers. 

Wednesday 8th July Excalibur Class & Y5’s in Lancelot Trip to We the Curious, Bristol 

Thursday 9th July Merlin Class Trip to Puxton Park 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/eX0fEh06js
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The Government has launched a national consultation on how to better protect children 

online and support families. The consultation seeks views on issues like minimum age for 

social media, addictive features such as autoplay and infinite scroll, AI chatbots, mobile 

phones in schools and better support for parents and carers, including clearer guidance 

and simpler parental controls. Both children and adults are invited to have their say in 

the national conversation with children over the age of 10 able to respond here and adults 

here. Additionally, There is a free 

webinar available to all on 20th May 

– sign up at the link here.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-consultation-seeks-views-on-major-measures-to-protect-children-on-social-media-gaming-platforms-and-ai-chatbots
https://survey.savanta.com/?sid=3194f31681|aeccbc13-2716-4802-8059-680e345809b8&lng=en-GB
https://survey.savanta.com/?sid=a957374a58|2ae60d11-c34f-4f4e-a9af-d3b9ee0a94b3&lng=en-GB
https://survey.savanta.com/?sid=a957374a58|2ae60d11-c34f-4f4e-a9af-d3b9ee0a94b3&lng=en-GB
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/government-national-conversation-live-online-event-parents-and-carers-tickets-1988410347877?aff=oddtdtcreator&es_c=CB6ADD1AEAB95603A239FAAA17678780&es_cl=7FE2BF402204D3B31065D5B25ECEB889&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1
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Support Little Steps as you shop! 

Little Steps Toddler Group, North Barrow, has been chosen as one of the 3 charitable organisations you can 

support as you shop in Tesco’s Shepton Mallet store. This will run through May, June and July as part of their 

“Stronger Starts” grant. 

 

Once you’ve paid for your shop, you can help yourself to some blue tokens and put them into the “Little Steps” 

tube as you leave. The more tokens we gain the more money we make! 

 

Whilst Little Steps continues to thrive, pulling families from all the local villages and further afield; we know our 

running costs threaten to unsettle this position. Reaching out for grants keeps us going. 

 

We aim to provide regular support to local families with children under 5; a safe place to play with a healthy snack 

and the much needed cuppa and a cake for the carers. 

*Fridays @ 10-11:30am, North Barrrow Village Hall. Everyone is always welcome, just drop by!* 
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