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school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg and Mrs Gillman. 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 

5th December 2025 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

After decorating their Christingle oranges on Tuesday, the 

school celebrated the beginning of Advent with a 

Christingle celebration at St Barnabas on Wednesday. It 

was wonderful to be joined by so many friends and 

families of the school for this joyous occasion – classes 

shared poems, prayers, and the meaning of Advent with 

the community, before a sneak preview from the nativity, 

courtesy of Merlin Class children! 

Families are invited to join us for the Key Stage 

2 Carol Concert on Thursday 18th December, 

from 4:30pm at St Barnabas Church. We would 

be delighted if all Key Stage 2 children could 

join us. It promises to be a wonderful and festive 

way to celebrate the end of term. Please confirm 

your child’s attendance by following this link.  

The school council will be running their ‘Christmas Market’ again this year, 

details to follow next week but it will be held after school on Tuesday 16th 

and Wednesday 17th December.  

Pendragon’s 

Cards to 

Special 

People 

Christingle Making 

Christingle at St Barnabas 

https://forms.office.com/e/phqdT9K1qH
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A reminder that the Christmas Post Box is now 

in the library. Please write names and classes 

clearly on the envelopes. Class photos are on the 

website class pages if children need to refer to 

them to remember all their friends!  

In sporting news this week, children travelled to 

Preston Secondary to take part in an exciting Badminton 

Festival - giving them the chance to develop skills and enjoy 

friendly competition. Barnaby, Phoebe, Alfie and Albie 

represented the school superbly, taking on challenges and 

showing great enthusiasm throughout the session. They played 

games against other schools, practised rallying, and movement, 

and demonstrated excellent teamwork and sportsmanship. 

The festival was a brilliant opportunity for the group 

to grow in confidence and prepare for future 

competitions. Their positive attitude and determination 

showed they are ready for the next tournament, 

where they will take part in full matches. We are very 

proud of them. 

 

Parents are 

invited to have 

their say in the 

Autumn Parent 

and Wrap Around 

Care Surveys, which are available now via the 

following links: 

 

• Wrap Around Care Survey  

• Autumn Parent Survey 

 

They will remain open until 9th January 2026, after 

which time, the results will be published in the 

following half-termly newsletter.  

Y5/6 BadmintonTournament  

Badminton Tournament 

Christingle 

Readers 

https://forms.office.com/e/EJpcEm3hwb
https://forms.office.com/e/JkZfu0WRqj
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I would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were recognised 

this week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication: 
 

Congratulations Ettie, you are Merlin’s Star of the Week – for being a king and considerate 

friend to all in Merlin – lovely news, Ettie! Well done Mason, you are Merlin’s Worker of 

the Week for trying your very best during all of your nativity rehearsals this week – keep 

up the great focus, young man! 
 

Pendragon – Congratulations Ari, you are Pendragon’s Star of the Week – for great 

effort and focus during the practices for the nativity – we can’t wait to watch next week! 

Pendragon’s Worker of the Week this week goes to Keira, for writing a fantastic letter to 

Father Christmas – I’m sure he’ll look forward to receiving it soon, Keira! 
 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating Lydia as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week, for 

overcoming her stage fright during nativity rehearsals and is looking forward to delivering 

a strong performance to families next week – great to hear, Lydia – good luck! King 

Arthur’s Worker of the Week goes to Maisie, for her superb acrostic poem in relation to 

Christmas – a very festive piece, well done! 
 

Excalibur – Austin is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for making an amazing online 

safety poster for the school – during his own time! Great work, Austin – we look forward 

to displaying shortly! Excalibur’s Worker of the Week is awarded to Albert, for a clear, 

determined effort in lessons and always making sure that his work is neatly presented too 

– keep it up, Albert! 
 

Lancelot – Enes has been recognised as Lancelot’s Star of the Week for always working 

hard in lessons and for excellent comprehension answers from the ‘Two against the tide’ 

piece this week – great to hear Enes! Mr Gallagher’s Worker of the Week goes to Grace, 

for being a great role-model and teammate in gymnastics as well as contributing 

excellent demonstrations – amazing skills Grace, well done! 

 

A special mention to all those who came to support our school at the PTFA Christmas 

Fayre this evening – particular thanks go to stall helpers, volunteers and committee 

members!  
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Every 7 years, the school must consult the local and county-wide community on our 

admission arrangements. For our school, that means academic year 2027-2028 and 

details of these arrangements are available on the school website here and more 

information from the admissions team at Somerset Council can be found below. 

 

Imago School Photos 

 
Your Free Delivery Period is Ending on 9/12/2025 

 

You can still order after 9/12/2025, but a delivery charge will apply.  

Please see email sent out 4th December for safeword/code. 

 

To View and Purchase your Images  

1. Login/Create your account - https://www.imagophotography.co.uk/account/login 

2. Add your images in the Add Gallery Tab, using the gallery details on your contact sheet 

3. View, select your favourites and Order your images by selecting your shoot from My 

Library tab. 

4. Press Create Order to order 

 

https://www.countessgythaprimary.co.uk/_site/data/files/documents/policies/61FEE25BF182D497B0169B86A5C9FFEA.pdf
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/leisure/activities-for-families/
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fu27429011.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.bGlEhA0oLpoLuFaKFt3aZZR-2B-2B-2FbFJ6lR-2F09Q2so0m4ZfeJRE28MBDEmckAjYk0UnCNhv5m-2FeWn6RhxNd29WMbg-3D-3D7Azx_BebZuezS3VhqDx98Otg8WN2V1Ti4vWkJT85xZnzkVgmg3FM7pL8hBLdMSB8-2BgI6ZVaCEDpZaojig-2BrvX2sWVAoR-2FXNULOY6C8wsHeancyESJAxwgSBSSXP-2FgqiDUbAGjM0DNnjsh9R0xVWVdflhUk4QbkP0ZTCkTY8Ld6X-2Byur-2FNA80ibZ4JT8d62oKPu4JxpcUvbRQ2hBYpk-2FVo5nuvJ-2BuzEHXXTwB3TBhgscG-2F34w-3D&e=53588852&h=b309aa57&f=y&p=y
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Every Friday 

 
FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 
Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p 

 Monday 8th December  THALES Stem visit (King Arthur; Excalibur and Lancelot)  

 Monday 8th December  Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class swimming session 6 

 Tuesday 9th December  Year 5 & Year 6 visit to Ansford to see performance of Oliver. 

 Tuesday 9th December  Nativity performance at 2pm 

 Wednesday 10th December   Nativity evening performance at 5pm (details to be confirmed) 

 Wednesday 10th December  Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School   

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 8th December 2025. 

Completed booking forms can be emailed to 

wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org 

 Thursday 11th December  RSPCA workshops for all classes. 

 Friday 12th December  Preschool open morning – see details below. 

 Monday 15th December  No enrichment clubs this week. 

 Monday 15th December  Whole School and preschool to watch performance of Dr Dolittle in school. 

Tuesday 16th December School Council Christmas Market  

Wednesday 17th December School Council Christmas Market 

 Thursday 18th December  School Christmas Lunch – please book via ParentPay if meal wanted.  

 Please see menu poster below. 

Children may wear a Christmas jumper or t-shirt with their 

uniform.  

Every child will receive a Christmas cracker from the PTFA. 

 

 Thursday 18th December  Carol Concert at St Barnabus Church. Arrive for 4.30pm for 5pm start. 

 Friday 19th December  Last day of term 

Chrismas Holidays 

 Monday 5th January  Inset Day  

Tuesday 6th January  Children return to school 

Monday 12th January  Enrichment clubs start this week. 

mailto:wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org
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For children with Medical, Health or Care Plans, please inform the 

office as soon as possible if there have been any updates or changes, 

which should be reflected in your child’s plan. 

A polite reminder all families about not parking in the 

surgery opposite the school. Our relationship with the 

surgery is a strong one and so we appreciate your 

cooperation in this matter.  
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+ 

 

 

Christmas Lunch is on Thursday 18th December. 

Please order via ParentPay by Wednesday 10th December 2025. 
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Thank you to The Vale of Camelot Grower who have once again 

donated our school a lovely Christmas tree in our front window. 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

WREATHS 
 

FESTIVE PLANTS AND PLANTERS 
 

GIFT IDEAS 

 

Open 9.30am - 4.30 everyday 

BA22 7JR – 07969 372979 

Wear your wellies!  
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