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Diary 

 Dates 

 6th November 2026 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

Welcome to the second half of the Autumn Term, 

already proving itself as one of the busiest of the 

school year!  

Dressed in their house colours this week, children in 

Quantocks were celebrating last half-term’s house 

point win! With less than 50 points separating some 

of the teams, the countdown to Christmas is 

becoming very competitive! 

Speaking of the countdown, in preparation for 

their performance later in the term, Reception 

through Year 2 have begun their rehearsals for 

their Nativity performance. All of the songs will 

shortly be available to practise at home – stay 

tuned for more information on this in the coming 

weeks. 

Before then however, classes have already started the fresh 

season of learning by adorning the front of the school with our annual Remembrance 

display. 

The school will be marking the silence on the 11th with a 

short service of remembrance (around 10 minutes) from 

10:45am at the front of school, beneath the 

flagpole; a few children from the Gytha Troops 

will be visiting RNAS Yeovilton at this time. 

Poppies will remain on sale 

before and after school from 

Good Eggs 

Litter picking  

Poppies on sale from 

the School Council 

School Remembrance Display 
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the school council.  

Delayed due to the weather at the end of last half-term, the Good Eggs visited the 

recreation ground and park, collecting litter along the way and around the 

boundaries before enjoying some time in the park and a little treat courtesy of the 

pavilion – well done to all and we look forward to announcing our next set of Good 

Eggs at the end of term.  

Next week, with our Run Pudsey event, children are welcome to bring in any 

Children in Need or Pudsey related accessories to wear alongside their school uniform. 

Classes will be participating in a daily run, with perhaps a special visitor on Monday 

(see email sent 05.11.26). Families are welcome to join their children on our final 

running event on Friday morning, from 9am for around 15 minutes on  the school 

field – no sign up required, just trainers!  

A reminder that Run Pudsey is an external sign up for those wanting to raise 

sponsorship and receive a medal. Sign ups are still welcome via 

https://www.runpudsey.co.uk/dmz/register-school code A4E1 

Finally, although I have had to slightly reduce the amount of time on the gate before 

and after school due to cover commitments in Lancelot class, I am still available to all 

across the week should you have any comments or concerns – please do make an 

appointment at the school office to see me.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quantocks house point 

winners enjoying their 

celebratory MUFTi day 

https://www.runpudsey.co.uk/dmz/register-school
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I would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were 

recognised this week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication: 

 
 

 

Merlin – Well done to Leona, Merlin Worker of the Week for working collaboratively to 

build a model of the streets of London in 1666 – it looks fabulous! Congratulations to 

Rose, who is Star of the Week, for her positive and kind attitude to all across the week – 

wonderful news, Rose! 
 

Pendragon – Congratulations to Jack, Pendragon’s Star of the Week – for his super 

commitment to learning and for setting a fantastic example to others – keep up the great 

attitude, Jack! Pendragon’s Worker of the Week this week goes to Olivia, for writing a 

fantastic retelling of the gun powder plot – exciting stuff, Liv! 
 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating Milo as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week, for 

always trying his hardest and for his brilliant focus in lessons – well done, Milo! King 

Arthur’s Worker of the Week goes to Eliza, for her excellent understanding and use of 

conjunctions in her writing – I can’t wait to see it on the Board of Brilliance, Eliza! 
 

Excalibur – Reuben is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for demonstrating great 

independence when creating a classification key within his science – top work, Reuben! 

Excalibur’s Worker of the Week is awarded to Rupert, for producing a super playscript in 

his extended write, which included great character dialogue and stage directions – a 

brilliant start to your first week back, young man! 

 

Lancelot – Isabella has been recognised as Lancelot’s Star of the Week for settling in well to 

her new class and showing great resilience when learning the expectations of her new 

school – a great start to your time with us! The Worker of the Week goes to Freddie W, for 

a fantastic poem written in the style of Benjamin Zephaniah, paired with showing 

confidence and technical skills in the new music sessions with Mr Male – top work, Freddie! 

 

Bookman is absolutely delighted! 20 children wrote book reviews which will 

shortly be displayed in the school library – with some going as far as writing 3 

reviews for others to enjoy! 

 

A special mention this week goes to Charlie in Pendragon, for his great commitment as 
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part of his local football team! Well done to Emily in Lancelot, for competing in her 

latest swimming gala, hosted in Bristol last week – although she didn’t return with the 

results she had hoped for, she was delighted to share about the experience all the same!  

 

As part of this year’s BBC 500 Word Challenge, Molly received her 

certificate and to top it, she smashed a Communifit 5k in 

Sherborne in half-term, receiving a great spooky medal! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Payment Reminders on ParentPay 

 

Cineworld visit for Merlin Class and Pendragon Class £4.15 
 

Strode Theatre visit for King Arthur, Excalibur and Lancelot Class £4.15 
 

Swimming for Years 5 & 6 

Swimming for Years 3 & 4 
 

Pantomime £3.40 
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Somerset's Area SEND inspection has 
now begun. 

  
Message for families, children and young people, 

and staff 
 

Ofsted and CQC Area SEND inspection: Share your 
experience 

 
Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) are carrying out an inspection of 

services and support for children and young people with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND) in Somerset. 

 

As part of the inspection, inspectors want to hear directly from children and young 
people with SEND, parents and carers, and practitioners. They will use this 
feedback to help them understand people's experiences of SEND services and 

support across Somerset. 
 

The relevant surveys can be found here:  
• Children and Young People Survey 

• Parent/Carer Survey 

• Parent/Carer Survey (Easy Read) 

• https://ofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/AreaSEND-Practitioner/10445129 

 

The surveys are voluntary and responses will be treated confidentially by 
the inspection team. 

 

The surveys will remain open from 2nd November until 9am on 
Tuesday 10 November 2026. 

 
Please take this opportunity to share your experiences and views directly with 

inspectors. 
 

More information 
Ofsted and CQC have also published information explaining the Area SEND 

inspection and how children, young people, parents and carers can be involved. 
Information is available in a range of formats, including Easy Read and British Sign 

Language (BSL). 
 

Area SEND inspections: information for families 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fs%2FAreaSEND-CYP%2F10445129&e=53588852&h=0df93063&f=y&p=y&m=4jJG2N6WW2zFpW6
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fs%2FAreaSEND-ParentCarer%2F10445129&e=53588852&h=ac513202&f=y&p=y&m=4jJG2N6WW2zFpW6
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fs%2FAreaSEND-ParentCarer-EasyRead%2F10445129&e=53588852&h=2d3d4004&f=y&p=y&m=4jJG2N6WW2zFpW6
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fs%2FAreaSEND-Practitioner%2F10445129&e=53588852&h=d034afc5&f=y&p=y&m=4jJG2N6WW2zFpW6
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Flocal-area-send-inspections-information-for-families&e=53588852&h=9ec92dd4&f=y&p=y&m=4jJG2N6WW2zFpW6
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP - Every Friday morning breaktime – 20p 

Monday 9th November Swimming for Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class - 

session 2 

Monday 9th November – 

Friday 13th November 

 Run Pudsey Week Event 

Tuesday 10th November  Year 5 Ansford Sports Festival – letter sent home 12.10.26 

Wednesday 11th November  Remembrance Service at RNAS Yeovilton for selected pupils. 

Wednesday 11th November Remembrance Day 2026 (in school event).  

Wednesday 11th November Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After 

School   Childcare for the week beginning Monday 16th November 2026.  

Completed booking forms can be emailed to 

wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org     

Friday 13th November  Pudsey Run on school field from 8:50am. 

Children in Need 2026 – wear Mufti for a suggested donation 

of 50p.  

Children in Need Cake Sale 3.15pm.  

 

Monday 16th November   Swimming for Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class 

- session 3 

Tuesday 17th November  Thales in STEM school visit  

Wednesday 18th November  Thales in STEM school visit 

Wednesday 18th November  Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After 

School   Childcare for the week beginning Monday 23rd November. 

Completed booking forms can be emailed to 

wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org     

Friday 20th November PTFA Mufti Day for Christmas Fair Donations .. see poster above 

.  

Monday 23rd November   Swimming for Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class - 

session 4 

Tuesday 24th November  Cineworld visit for Merlin and Pendragon Classes 

Wednesday 25th November  Strode Theatre visit for King Arthur, Excalibur and Lancelot Classes 

Friday 27th November  Tulip Photogrpahy in school for individual and sibling photoraphs. 

mailto:wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org
mailto:wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org
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Friday 4th December  

 PTFA Christmas Fair  

Monday 7th December   Swimming for Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class - 

session 4 

Tuesday 8th December  Countess Gytha Choir to perform at Village Café.  

Tuesday 1st December Christingle Making for all classes.  

All children to bring in an orange.  

Wednesday 2nd December  Christingle Celebration – timings to be confirmed 

 Christingle Service at St Barnabus Church (details to be sent out 

shortly)   

Week Commencing  

Monday 14th December  

Please note that there will be no enrichment clubs this week 

Wednesday 16th December Christmas Carol Concert at St Barnabus Church. Details to follow. 

 
 

Fore and Aft Church - fun worship time. 

 
For God and All Family Together all ages welcome - tea and cake 

 
Sunday November 8th 4pm at St. Barnabas, Queen Camel 

A Roman Soldier, 
the Sword of Truth, the Sandals of Peace, 

the Shield of Faith. 
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