
Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the 

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg. 

 

Diary Dates 

8th May 2026 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

A big thank you to everyone who supported our School 

Council Easter Fundraiser! Together, we raised an 

amazing £200. Congratulations to Pre-School, who 

raised the most money and have won a Party in a Bag! 

Well done also to Pendragon, our runners-up, who 

have earned an extra playtime to enjoy later in the 

summer term. 
 

Thank you to all pupils, parents, and staff for your 

generosity and enthusiasm in making this event such a 

success!  

 

Blackdowns were keen to follow up this week with an 

after-school cake sale, which raised £65.50 to help 

towards those little extras in school! A big thank you to all 

who donated cakes for the sale and for 

supporting at the event. A special thank 

you to the Mendips house captain, Will, 

who stepped in to assist on the afternoon 

too!  

 

Following 

our recent 

workshops highlighting careers in the media industry and 

from police officer Tailby (more below!) – our continued 

efforts in raising the profile of the school’s offer in 

personal development has been acknowledged with the 

Gold Award from Primary Futures! We are delighted to 

share this with parents ahead of our careers week in 

School Councillors 

congratulate Preschool 

Winners! 

We have received our Gold 

Award for our careers 

education efforts this year! 

Blackdowns Cake Sale 
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June, with an exciting line up of speakers and workshops for classes 

across the school to really spotlight the aspirational and exciting careers 

choices ahead of our young people!  

 

Children in Merlin and Pendragon were 

delighted to welcome our local PCSOs for a 

special visit on Wednesday. The children asked 

lots of thoughtful questions about their role and 

the equipment they wear as part of their 

uniform. The highlight of the visit 

was the opportunity to explore a 

police car, complete with flashing 

lights and sounding sirens, which created great excitement for 

everyone involved! 

 

One person it cannot fail to be said, who has 

been both an inspiration and led an 

inspirational career is Sir David Attenborough, 

who today we celebrated his 100th birthday for 

by planting some kindly donated oak trees 

around the site.  

 

We hope that these trees will continue to 

flourish and nourish our grounds for many more 

years to come – particularly resonant as we prepare to 

celebrate our 10th birthday in the school building!  

 

The Government has launched a national consultation on how to better protect children 

online and support families. The consultation seeks views on issues like minimum age for 

social media, addictive features such as autoplay and infinite scroll, AI chatbots, mobile 

phones in schools and better support 

for parents and carers, including 

clearer guidance and simpler parental 

controls. Both children and adults are 

invited to have their say in the 

national conversation with children over the age of 10 able to respond here and adults 

Merlin and Pendragon enjoy 

the chance to explore a police 

car! 

Planting Oaks to 

Commemorate 100 years of 

Sir David Attenborough.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-consultation-seeks-views-on-major-measures-to-protect-children-on-social-media-gaming-platforms-and-ai-chatbots
https://survey.savanta.com/?sid=3194f31681|aeccbc13-2716-4802-8059-680e345809b8&lng=en-GB
https://survey.savanta.com/?sid=a957374a58|2ae60d11-c34f-4f4e-a9af-d3b9ee0a94b3&lng=en-GB
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here. Additionally, There is a free webinar available to all on 20th May – sign up at the 

link here.  

 

Despite it being a shorter week, it is clear from all 

that we still managed to squeeze in alongside our 

learning of how vibrant the wider school culture 

is. We hope that you can join us for our Book 

Celebration event on 22nd May from 2:30pm. 

Families are warmly invited to share in their 

children’s learning for the afternoon – please sign 

up here. Before then, I know that a lot of families are 

looking forward to our annual PTFA Colour Run on Friday 

15th from 3:30pm – a firm favourite in the annual calendar 

of events here!  

 

Families may also like to attend next week’s village AGM 

where Mr Gallagher and I will be sharing with our local 

friends about our work and the fun we have each week! 

Doors open at the village Memorial Hall at 6pm, with the 

school choir opening the event at 6:45pm - we hope to see you there!  

 

In the meantime, families can see the outline of topics and learning for the term ahead by 

reading the curriculum letters, published by each class available to view on our school 

website, by following this link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Year’s Colour Run 

https://survey.savanta.com/?sid=a957374a58|2ae60d11-c34f-4f4e-a9af-d3b9ee0a94b3&lng=en-GB
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/government-national-conversation-live-online-event-parents-and-carers-tickets-1988410347877?aff=oddtdtcreator&es_c=CB6ADD1AEAB95603A239FAAA17678780&es_cl=7FE2BF402204D3B31065D5B25ECEB889&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/government-national-conversation-live-online-event-parents-and-carers-tickets-1988410347877?aff=oddtdtcreator&es_c=CB6ADD1AEAB95603A239FAAA17678780&es_cl=7FE2BF402204D3B31065D5B25ECEB889&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=MOf4yqujLkK2ARvvkWk25xWO2bu3kV9BsnFQJBNryJdUQ1NTVEVFSjU2U0I1TjhOTFA1N1RTNENHSS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=MOf4yqujLkK2ARvvkWk25xWO2bu3kV9BsnFQJBNryJdUQ1NTVEVFSjU2U0I1TjhOTFA1N1RTNENHSS4u
https://www.countessgythaprimary.co.uk/curriculum
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I would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were recognised this 

week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication: 

Congratulations Sophia, you are Merlin’s Worker of the Week – for your fantastic sentence 

writing when retelling the story of the Three Little Pigs - well done, Sophia! Riley is Merlin’s 

Star of the Week, for listening carefully to instructions and trying his best – lovely to read, 

Riley! 

 

Pendragon – Congratulations Ari, you are Pendragon’s Star of the Week – for your 

fantastic effort in your handwriting – keep up the hard work, young man! Pendragon’s 

Worker of the Week goes to Eric, for his superb effort in maths – learning all about fractions 

of shapes – very impressive, Eric! 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating Poppy as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week – for 

always being prepared for lessons and ready to learn at all times during the day – keep it up, 

Poppy! King Arthur’s Worker of the Week is Roma, for a detailed and factual article about 

Chichén Itzá– part of the wider topic of the ancient Maya – great to see you so enthusiastic, 

Roma! 

 

Excalibur – Luke is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for listening to advice about his work 

and responding positively to it in his next piece – a great skill, Luke! Excalibur’s Worker of the 

Week is awarded to Iyla, for a lovely descriptive setting written at the start of her dilemma story 

– a lovely piece of work, all about the plastic pollution problems of our beaches. 

Lancelot – Mr Gallagher’s Star of the Week is Emily – for her outstanding contribution and 

effort in every lesson; she is a role model to all in the class – including the Year 6s! The 

Worker of the Week for Lancelot is Olivia – for being an excellent teacher when marking Ned’s 

arithmetic assessment – you were very thorough in your checking!  

A special mention goes to Dylan, Eric, Harry, Lily, Willow and Charlotte all in Pendragon, 

who received their certificates from their Young Writer entries – top efforts all round! 

Congratulations to Molly S, who this week has been awarded her Level 6 swimming 

certificate, which included having to swim in clothing for water rescue – very impressive! 
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Entries for the 10-

Year celebration!  
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Details of the enrichment clubs that will be running June-July are listed below. 

The link Enrichment Clubs Summer Term 2 

 

This form will close at 9am Tuesday 12th May, so places can be allocated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENRICHMENT CLUBS SUMMER TERM 2 2026 

DAY CLUB YEAR RUN BY 

Tuesday 

 

 

Quiz Club Year 1, 2 & 3 Miss Bridge 

Country Dancing 

 

Year 4, 5 & 6 Mr Gordon & 

Mrs Sherry 

Tennis Club Year 4, 5 & 6 Mr Gallagher 

Wednesday 

 

Drawing Club Reception Ms Martin 

Multi Skills Reception & Year 1 Miss Sheehan 

Clay Club Year 4, 5 & 6  Mrs King 

Gardening Club Year 4, 5 & 6 Mrs Hewlett &  

Mrs Feierabend 

Thursday Construction Club Year 2 & 3 Miss Morris 

mailto:forms.cloud.microsoft/e/pafd43HB1L
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Every Friday 

 

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 
Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p 

Week commencing 11th May Key Stage 2 Assessment Week (SATs) 

Year 6 Breakfast Club from 8am 

Wednesday 13th May Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School 

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 18th May 2026. 

Friday 15th May PTFA Rainbow Run – see poster below 

Wednesday 20th May Mr Gordon’s Tea Party – invited pupils 

only 

Friday 22nd May  Summer Term Book Celebration – Families are warmly invited to join children in 

sharing their workbooks from this term from 2:30pm – sign up here.  

Monday 25th May Bank Holiday – school closed Half Term 

Wednesday 27th May Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School 

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 1st June 2026. 

Monday 1st June  Inset day – school closed for pupils 

Tuesday 2nd June Back to school 

Tuesday 2nd June Deadline for entries into Art Competition celebrating 10 Years  

Friday 5th June Summer Party at Countess Gytha – see poster below. 

Monday 15th June – 

Thursday 18th June 

Year 6 Residential to Land & Wave 

Monday 15th June – 

Thursday 18th June 

Year 5 – Fiver Challenge Week – details to follow next 

week 

Tuesday 16th June Pendragon Class Trip to Monkey World 

Friday 19th June Year 5 – Fiver Challenge Stalls in playground after school 

  

https://forms.office.com/e/eX0fEh06js
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