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Diary Dates 

12th June 2026 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

Our first full week into the second summer 

term has certainly been a busy one! Merlin 

Class enjoyed their first swimming session of 

the year, with many swimming with their 

friends for the first time!  

Miss Morris and the team have also been busy 

preparing for the September starters. We were 

delighted to welcome families new (and old!) to 

our New Starter evening this week, introducing 

the Reception team as well as the environment 

and topics all will be enjoying from September. 

Class allocation letters for all year groups were sent out on Monday. Please contact the 

school office if you have not yet received this or if you have any questions regarding 

September 2026. 

A special mention to our fabulous Year 1 and magnificent Year 4s cohorts who sailed 

through their phonics screening and multiplication checks respectively this week as part 

of their daily sessions. All check results will be published as part of the annual end of 

year reports but please speak to Mrs King or Mrs Trusson if you have any questions in 

the meantime.  

With a break in the rain (briefly!) on Thursday afternoon, Mr Gallagher was delighted to 

take a team of enthusiastic cricketers to Chard for the area finals. The children played 

three matches, winning two games and narrowly losing one. Across the afternoon, there 

were some outstanding moments, including powerful sixes, accurate bowling, superb 

fielding and several brilliant catches that helped secure important victories. 

The team demonstrated great sportsmanship and resilience in every match, supporting 

one another and representing the school brilliantly. Thanks to their excellent 

performances, the team successfully qualified for the County Finals – a fantastic 

Cricket County Finalists! 
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achievement that everyone should be proud of! 

A letter outlining other important Year 6 events and 

dates has been sent to Y6 families as excitingly, these 

kick-off (yes, it’s World Cup week!) with their residential 

trip to Swanage - so all can expect a photo-packed 

Diary Dates on Friday.  

Before then, we hope families are able to join to share a 

breakfast together on Friday 19th June in celebration of 

Father’s Day 

this year - 

the signup 

link is 

available 

here. 

Also, next Friday, please do come and support our Year 5s in the 

school hall after school, who will be keen to hone and exhibit their entrepreneurial skills 

as part of their Fiver Challenge! Each has created or co-created a business venture with 

a lot tailoring their offers towards fathers’ day! 

Earlier this half-term, we were delighted to be awarded the Gold standard for our 

work in raising aspiration and widening horizons towards careers and opportunities.  

Excitingly, we have been nominated as a finalist in the best Careers Focused Primary 

School category for the Somerset Careers Awards 2026! Next week, we will present a 

report to a panel before hearing of the results in July – fingers crossed! 

Finally, a big thank you to all who attended the Quantocks cake sale on Wednesday – 

the house raised an impressive £90. The race continues to see who will lift the overall 

house trophy in just a few weeks’ time and with sports day, a house art event planned 

and much learning yet to be enjoyed, it is going to be a close call! 

https://forms.office.com/e/ns1tm8M3hZ
https://forms.office.com/e/ns1tm8M3hZ
https://forms.office.com/e/ns1tm8M3hZ
https://forms.office.com/e/ns1tm8M3hZ
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Congratulations Ezra, you are Merlin’s Star of the Week – for always being polite and 

offering to help keep the classroom clean and tidy for all – top work, Ezra! Olivia is Merlin’s 

Worker of the Week, for her lovely fluency and prosody when reading with her groups this 

week – all of the Merlin staff are very impressed, Olivia! 

 

Pendragon – Congratulations Bettsie-Mae, you are Pendragon’s Star of the Week – for 

your positive attitude towards learning – always ready to learn with a smile on your face! 

Pendragon’s Worker of the Week goes to Harry, for fantastic focus and working 

independently in maths – great to hear you preparing yourself for the year ahead already, 

Harry!  

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating George as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week – for 

his excellent effort in English when writing his description of Charlie Bucket – top effort, 

George! King Arthur’s Worker of the Week is Judah, for working hard to accurately read the 

time to the nearest hour, half hour and quarters – a very tricky skill to master, young man!  

 

Excalibur – Lincoln is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for his engagement and contributions 

during lessons, particularly in science and writing – great to hear, Lincoln! Excalibur’s Worker 

of the Week is awarded to Jack, for continuing to work hard during his extended writes, always 

challenging himself to include a range of features – I’m looking forward to it being on the Bord 

of Brilliance, Jack! 

Lancelot – Mr Gallagher’s Star of the Week is Tayana – for showing enthusiasm for the play 

and a can-do attitude in all lessons – so great to hear as you enter the final weeks of your 

time with us at Countess Gytha, Tayana! The Worker of the Week for Lancelot is Fin, for 

showing such confidence and bravery during the latest round of rehearsals – I think it is safe 

to say that we can’t wait for the grand reveal! 

A special mention goes to Noah, who has been awarded the supporters’ player of his football 

team, Ilchester Stars – as well as him collecting his participation trophy for a year of training 

and dedication! Well done to Seb, Freddie W and Henry R too, who all ventured out to Frome 

recently for a cub camp which hosted lots of awesome activities including rock climbing, glass 

engraving and pizza making!   

Finally, congratulations to all who received their Certificates of Merit from the Young Writers 

competition today – excitingly their work, whether poetry or fiction, will be published shortly!  
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Well done to King Arthur Class for winning a 

prize from the PTFA for the most 

sponsorship raised from the Rainbow Run – 

they’re clearly enjoying their new chalks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental classes 

this week were talking 

about the dragonfly life 

cycles today whilst pond 

dipping as so much is 

happening in the school 

pond! 

 

As well as this, 

we have been 

planting up herbs 

and managing to 

squeeze in some 

den building too! 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 
Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p 

  Monday 15th June  Year 6 Residential Trip –Land and Wave Swanage 

Monday 15th June 

Merlin Class Swimming Session #2  

Monday 15th June – 

Thursday 18th June 

Year 5 – Fiver Challenge Week 

Tuesday 16th June Pendragon Class Trip to Monkey World 

Wednesday 17th June Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School 

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 22nd June 2026. 

Friday 19th June Father’s Day Breakfast Event 8-8.45am – email sent out 15.5.26 

Friday 19th June 

 

Preschool Trip to Puxton Park 

Friday 19th June 

 

Year 5 – Fiver Challenge Stalls in playground after 

school 

Monday 22nd June Careers Week 

Monday 22nd June Merlin Class Swimming Session #3 

 

Payment Reminders 

Swimming 

Please can we remind those that have not paid yet for a contribution  

Pendragon Class  

Payment for Monkey World – 16th June 2026 

Excalibur Class & Year 5 Lancelot 

Payment for We The Curious, Bristol – 8th July 2026 

 



Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the 

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg. 

 

Wednesday 24th June Sports Day 

Parents invited into school playground from 1pm. 

Wednesday 24th June Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School 

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 29th June 2026. 

Thursday 25th June New Intake - Stay & Play Session with a parent 1.30-2.30pm 

Friday 26th June Mufti Day – see poster below for theme in exchange for donations for 

the PTFA Summer Fair tombola stall. 

 

Monday 29th June Merlin Class Swimming Session #4  

Wednesday 1st July Somerset Transition morning 

New Intake session 9.30am -11.45am (no parents) 

Wednesday 1st July Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School 

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 6th July 2026. 

Thursday 2nd July Year 6 Ansford Sports Day  

Friday 3rd July Photographer in school for class photos and Year 6 Leavers.  

Saturday 4th July    PTFA Summer Fair 11-3pm  

 

Monday 6th July Merlin Class Swimming Session #5 

Wednesday 8th July Excalibur Class & Y5’s in Lancelot Trip to We the Curious, Bristol 

Wednesday 8th July New Intake – stay and play session (no parents) 1.30-2.30pm 

Thursday 9th July Merlin Class Trip to Puxton Park 

Monday 13th July           Merlin Class Swimming Session #6  

Tuesday 14th July    First performance of ‘The Magical Flying Machine’  1.30pm – 3pm 

 

Wednesday 15th July Mr Gordon’s Tea Party  

Wednesday 15th July Second performance of ‘The Magical Flying Machine’ 6-7.30pm 

 

Week commencing 13th 

July 

 No enrichment clubs this week. 

Thursday 16th July   Leavers’ School Trip ( (this will be a local walk and a picnic, with further 

details to follow)  

Friday 17th July     PTFA Summer Disco 

Monday 20th July   Leavers’ Assembly  2pm – 2.45pm 

Tuesday 21st July     Last school day of Summer Term 

Wednesday 22nd July     Inset Day – Closed to pupils. 
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