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Dear Parents and Guardians,

[ hope that all enjoyed a restorative break over the
Easter period and that you managed to enjoy some

spots of sunshine here and there! The summer term

always brings a packed calendar and this first week

back has already seen classes out on trips, inviting in

workshops and vision screening for reception children

too! . :
°° Bookman joins Praise Assembly

Before then, a reminder from the School Council that children have one more week to
bring back their filled plastic Easter eqgs — please hand in to the school office or your
child’s class teacher.

There is so much to look forward to in the term ahead — from the
summer classics of Sports Day and the PTFA fair to our celebration of
our 10% anniversary being in the new school building — we would love
families and friends to join us for an evening of fun on 5t June —

tickets will be on sale after school next week.

Excalibur STEM[™
and class Curriculum Letters outlining the topics and objectives this term | Workshops

Amongst all of this, we can’t lose sight of the day-to-day learning

will be published on the website and emailed to parents next week.

Beth Patton began her Tuning into Kids course
on Tuesday. If you are interested in joining
Beth for these weekly sessions, please do not

Easter ‘Egg- hesitate to contact the school
streme’ | Office or join us at reception on
Reading

Challengers!
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Tuesday mornings at 9am.

Excalibur kicked off their topic of forces in
science with a STEM workshop from Morson
Engineering all about magnetism. The class

learnt so much about how and where magnets

are used in everyday life and the children were

very inquisitive, asking lots of questions to

develop their understanding. The children really Field To Fork —
enjoyed the challenge of ng the toy train without contact points Bath and West
njo allenge of movin oy train without any contact poin

109 9 9 Y Y P Showground

allowed!

Excalibur joined King Arthur at the Bath and West
Show ground for an enriching experience of
understanding the journey of food from farm to
plate, gaining a deeper understanding of where their
food comes from and the importance of sustainable

countryside practices.

The children
took part in a wide range of hands-on activities,
including learning about bird boxes, hedge weaving,
and how we can help protect the natural
environment. A particular highlight was the
opportunity to climb into tractors and combine

harvesters, giving everyone a real sense of modern

farming machinery in action.

They also enjoyed a fascinating gun dog training demonstration and
discovered more about the diverse types of deer found in the UK,
even sampling some venison. Pupils had great fun making their own
butter, tasting a selection of delicious cheeses, and comparing whole,
semi-skimmed, and skimmed milk while learning about their
differences. The day continued with a sheep shearing demonstration,
where pupils could feel and compare different types of wool. To round]|

off a fantastic day, the children enjoyed tasting a delicious yoghurt Field O Fork —
from Yeo Valley — much fun was had by all! Bath and West
Showground
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Back to the classrooms and celebrating the power
of poetry, all classes took part in activities for our
annual poetry week - inspired by the theme,
“Answering Back.” After exploring classic poems,
children reflected on their meaning and created
thoughtful responses - agreeing, questioning, or
reimagining the originals. We are incredibly proud

of their imaginative work and look forward to

announcing the winners, judged by our fantastic

Poldens House MUFTI
PTFA, next week.

Congratulations to Poldens House who by topping the house point chart last half-term
enjoyed a MUFTI day today — with plenty of activity set for the summer term, the race is

on to see who the next house winners will be!

An update from the Gytha Garden — it was our first day using the pond area this year!
Tadpoles and newts were spotted in abundance, and the children have planted sweet peas

and raspberries as well as weeding the gravel.

We are celebrating the beginning of our
polytunnel construction, with the
foundations here being built this week.

Look out for the plant sales to begin

again outside of school on a Friday — all
profits are ploughed straight back into
the wild

area!

The
foundations
are laid for

our new
polytunnel
as well as
enjoying the
wild area in
the

sunshine!
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[ would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were recognised this

week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication:

Congratulations Noah, you are Merlin’s Worker of the Week — for an outstanding attitude to
your learning this week — showing great determination to challenge yourself and exceed set
expectations! Well done Kacper, as Merlin’s Star of the Week, you are recognised for being
polite to adults and offering to help with all of the jobs around the room — thank you,

Kacper!

Pendragon — Congratulations Milo, you are Pendragon’s Star of the Week — for fantastic
engagement in poetry week — your finished piece was stunning Milo! Pendragon’s Worker
of the Week goes to Keira for her super effort in maths — what a great way to start the

summer term, young lady!

King Arthur — This week, we are celebrating Noah as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week — for
asking excellent questions and being really engaged with the trip to the Field to Fork event —
keep up the brilliant attitude, Noah! King Arthur’'s Worker of the Week is Henry— for his

excellent use of similes in his poem as part of poetry week — great work, young man!

Excalibur — Theo is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for being inquisitive and asking lots of
questions during the STEM workshop and Farm to Fork trip — great to hear, Theo! Excalibur’s
Worker of the Week is awarded to Phoebe, for bringing super maths knowledge to her lessons —

particularly converting improper fractions to mixed numbers — top work, Phoebe!

Lancelot = Mr Gallagher’s Star of the Week is Alfie C — for an excellent response poem as
‘Dobby’ to Matilda with great rhythm and rhyming patterns - keep up the great effort, Alfie!
The Worker of the Week for Lancelot is Alex — for starting the term with a hardworking

attitude; showing great effort in every lesson — amazing news, Alex!

All of the entrants to Bookman’s Easter Challenge deserve a special
mention but particularly Lottie in Merlin, who absolutely smashed
the ‘Egg-streme’ Reading Challenge with reads in an F1 car, a
GIANT pile of what and the middle of a forest to name but a few

extreme reading venues for her — Bookman was stunned!

A special mention goes this week to Noah in Merlin, who received

an awesome trophy for his sporting agility at collecting the most

Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg.




Easter eggs in a competition held by his football team llchester!

Well done to Charlie in Merlin, who joined Bella and Molly in gaining his Level 2 foundations

in gymmnastics, as the girls celebrated their Level 3 awards with the school.

A special mention goes to Rupert P, Rupert G, Hollie-Grace, Georgia, Maisie, Roma and Bella
who have had their most recent Young Writers entries chosen for publication — a great

achievement all!

Lastly, a special shout out goes to our alumni — Jack and Thomas, who played in the High
Holborn Cup on Monday at YTFC for Sherborne Shooters. Bussed in on luxury coaches and
greeted by flag waving fans, Jack and Thomas had the luxury home diressing room & gave a

great account of themselves on the evening. Sadly, the team lost 4-0 but it was a great

evening, one we're sure the boys will remember for years to come.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

COUNTESS GYTHA
| PRIMARY SCHool

FRIDAY TUCKSHOP

Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p

Monday 27t April

SCARF Day — children in Y1-6 will be taking part in fun class
workshops delivered by our Personal Social Health Education
provider, SCARF.

Tuesday 2.8t April

Tuning into Kids course with Beth Patton PFSA— all welcome
9-1lam

Tuesday 28 April

Year 3 Ansford Sports Festival — parents to collect from
Ansford at 3pm.

Wednesday 29t April

Primary Schools Inter Area Cross Country Event — invited children only

Wednesday 2ath April

Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School
Childcare for the week beginning Monday 4t may 2026.

é ParentPay
Thursday 30t April

Pendragon and King Arthur Class — Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra at

Monday 4t May

Bank Holiday — school closed

Wednesday 6t May

Blackdown Cake Sale

Westlands Entertainment Centre, Yeovil.

Week commencing 11t May

Key Stage 2 Assessment Week (SATS)
Year & Breakfast Club from gam

Friday 15t May

PTFA Rainbow Run — see poster below

COUNTESS GYTHA
1| PRIMARY SCHooL

Wednesday 20t May

Mr Gordon’s Tea Party — invited pupils only

Monday 2.5t May

Bank Holiday — school closed
Half Term

Monday 15t June

Inset day — school closed for pupils

Tuesday 24 June

Back to school ‘w i
o~ 7]

Friday 5% June

Summer Party at Countess Gytha — see poster below.

Monday 15t June —
Thursday 18t June

Year 6 Residential to Land & Wave
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=3 FRIDAY 5TH

S JUNE2026 o0
% ' . o®

S TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
1\0\\(‘\3/ £2 50 THE OFFICE
= JUol < . < THE STALL
PER TICKET "AFTER SCHOOL ~
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C

% (@ Tuning into Kids Course /7
Build a Stronger Connection with Your Child

Join us for a warm and supportive Tuning into Kids course, designed to help parents better
understand and respond to their children’s emotions.

Led by PFSA Mrs Beth Patton, this friendly and practical course offers simple strategies
you can use every day.

Countess Gytha Primary School

% When?

Tuesday 21st April — Tuesday 2nd June
® Time

09:00 — 11:00

] Duration

6 weekly sessions

Why join?
. Leamn to better understand your child’s feelings
e & Build stronger relationships

e @ Support your child’s emotional development
e ® Meet other parents in a relaxed setting

Booking is essential
Places are limited and fill up quickly!

t. Book your place

@ office@countessgytha.ppat365.org
@ 01935850345

@ We look forward to welcoming you! @
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Please support your House
and bring some cakes in.

Blackdowns
Cake Sale

WEDNESDAY 6™ MAY
50P A CAKE

SUPPORT EACH OTHER AND BUY SOME DELICIOUS AND YUMMY CAKES

ALL MONIES RAISED WILL GO TOWARDS THE SCHOOL

THANK YOU
THE SCHOOL COUNCIL
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COUNTESS GYTHA PTFA

PRESENTS

15TH MAY 2026/ /

STARTS AT 3.30PM | COUNTESS GYTHA PRIMARY SCHOOL

ENTRY: MINIMUM £5
SPONSORSHIP PER CHILD.

SPONSOR ENTRY FORMS & MONEY TO BE
RETURNED BY 13TH MAY

amse’

OUNTESS GYTHA
RIMARY sSCHool

Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg.




% B Countess Gytha Countess Gytha School Terms and Holidays

Primary and Preschool 2026/2027 Academic Year
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Term dates summary:

1 School Holiday Term 1: 03 September — 23 October 2026 (37 days)

: Term 2: 02 November — 18 December 2026 (35 days

- Bank Holiday Term 3: 04 January — 12 February 2027 (30 cgays) o)

[ |Term Time Term 4: 22 February — 25 March 2027 (24 days)

Term 5: 12 April — 28 May 2027 (34 days)

- Inset Days Term 6: 07 June — 23 July 2027 (35 days) TOTAL =195
Christmas Day Bank Holiday 25 December 2026 Easter Monday 29 March 2027
Boxing Day Bank Holiday 28 December 2026* May Day Bank Holiday 03 May 2027
New Year’s Day Holiday 01 January 2027 Spring Bank Holiday 31 May 2027
gg;ﬁg::nréglaByank Holiday when Bank Holidzasy'sl\:‘aﬁlsrgrl:l azwoe%Zend. Summer Bank Holiday 30 AUQUSt 2027
Academy, Free Schools, Foundation & Voluntary Aided schools can set their own term dates and may ditfer from ours. Flease check with the individual
schools for their term dates.
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CAN
YOU

CRICKET

"GPARKFORDCCVS =
CAN YOU CRICKET c, o

*-—val”,g\'i}‘ —y.

It’s not |ust a game... |t s ajull day
" offunfqrthewh g familiphe==
$-BB0 & b3 open i
M Cricketgear stall’
# Kwik cricket in the netsfor th
\ e kids £ s
. &Face paintmg & bouncy ¢a

Come cheer us on, bring your
friends &family,and letsmakeita: *

e s S cDARKFORD CC!
uS FOR A GREAT DAY OF CRICKET AT SPA
JOIN

0ST
Y of FUNAS WE H
AR, AND PLENT '
: BBO, AN OPEN B OMMUN\TY 14.
e Scmcxncwa anp REVIVE CRICKET INOURC |
@CANYO
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April/May/June 2026
N Somerset

2’?% ¥ Council

Welcome to the Somerset School Nurse Team newsletter!

The school nurse team is made up of Specialist Community Public Health Nurses,
and Assistant Practitioners. We specialise in promoting the health and wellbeing of children and young people aged 5—19
years and cover primary and secondary schools across Somerseft.

doing as a service, and will include topics and links relevant to physical and mental health.

We hope you find this newsletter helpful but please do feedback anything you would like to be added.
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: This newsletter will be delivered termly, and is intended to keep you up-to-date on all the things we are
:

1

I

]

! Somerset children & young people : Health & Wellbeing : Phn School Nursing

1
1

Fussy Eating in Children E?‘ |

‘Do you worry about your child being a fussy -
: eater? :

. For further information check out the following webinars,
" THINK | . or speak with you GP or School Nurse team for further

RESPECT support
amwens TRUST PHO

8 kind st ; Webinars on Fussy Eating in Children -
e patientwebinars.co.uk

R Does that person

really know me?
Opinions Wrom you. Has that really
happened?

Don't ever be
Worsied about That s okay. but if

asking for help from L Always question!

someone you trust L )

You wat NOT b6 ell an Patient  +
Jodged

| 28 uK Government

supporting emotional literocy

Did you know that most primary schools are able to offer ELSA support to
school aged children in their care around a variety of topics including
bereavement, anxiety, stress, friendships and managing emotions/feelings.

ELSA stands for Emotional Literacy Support Assistant, and they are
specialist teaching assistants with a wealth of knowledge and experience of
working with children.

ELSA’s are trained and regularly supervised by the
Educational Psychologists.

Their aim is to build your child’s emotional development and to help them to
cope with life’s challenges.

The ELSA will help your child to find solutions to

W
problems they may have. .‘!

Please speak with the ELSA in your school if
you feel this support could benefit your child.

Are your child's vaccines

STAY STRONG.
speak to their GP prctice. GET VACCINATED.
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HOW TO KEEP YOUR SMILE‘HEALTHY,

J ids!
ust for kias:
DID YOU KNOW FEELING YOUR BEST STARTS WITH A HEALTHY SMILE?
Follow Toothie’s tips 1o keep your smile strong and you feeling great every day!
-’

T

BRUSH EVERY
MORNING AND NIGHT

wx

Use o Ausride foothparte.

i ‘ W2, Bomh ol the sder and surfaces
3 Y w9 your reuh for 2 minutes.
N |

|

£

/

Abtor brushing. vpit dan't rine

VISIT THE @ EAT HEALTHY FOOD
DENTIST REGULARLY ‘ AND AVOID SUGARY DRINKS

The deci will adk yeu | [Py

| e —
© o open your mouth wide.

bod for everyone.

Sugury drinks and unbwalty

e Shocks between masle con

The dentut will check your
teath are growing properly.

»-a-mmu;u.,
Yo sewth chean end

k—,

worldoralhealthday.org
WOUN  EIAPTYMOUTH

Q=

is your child
5-19 and are you

looking for confidential
help and support?

A safe and easy way to contact

your School Nursing Team S S
Just send a text s w
074806355158 .
B e

R

Somerset
Council

Sun Safety Tips

Make sure you:

*Spend time in the shade between 11am & 3pm

*Cover up with suitable clothing and sunglasses

*Take extra care with children

*Use at least factor 30 sunscreen

« The SATs don't effect what
school you will getinto

 They are important, but most
teachers just want you to do
your best

* Lots of schools make the SATs
week really relaxed, having
breakfast clubs, extra playtime,
relaxation time, no other
lessons, so it can even be fun.
Find out what your school is
doing

If it helps, write a timetable for
the week. Make sure you add
some treats, like watching your
favourite show, doing sport,

or having your favourite meal/
snack

Talk to the people around you
and tell them what you think
would help you in that week,
e.2.| might need more hugs or
down time; | need to get to bed
on time; | want you to walk me
to school in the mornings

* Thisi ice for taking

C on the tests one

tests. But you candoitin the
comfort of your school which
you know well and will help
support you

* Talk toyour friends and family
about how you are feeling about
the SATs. Its likely that other
people are feeling a bit nervous
too

If you're struggling, talk to your
teacher or another adult at
school that you trust and you
know will listen

ata time. Do your best and
however they go, try to let the
last one go and then focus on
the next one

Try to eat well, sleep well and
take someexercise that week

Get your c othes and school

bag ready each night, so in the
morning you can stay calm

Celebrate when they are over!

approach
exam season
here are some
tips to share
with your

child...

Disclaimer: This is not an emergency service; it operates Monday to Friday 9am -
Spmand is only available by using a UK mobile number. Your messages are
stored on our secure system and can be seen by the School Nursing Team who
run our ChatHealth Service. Although this is a confidential service, in the event of
a safeguarding issue the School Nurse has a duty of care to act on this and may

Issues with bedwetting?

Check out the video below for advice...

ERIC Helpline Podcast - Bedwetting (short version) on Vimeo

For further advice or support speak with your GP, School Nurse Team
or click on the link below:

prh .
©0006 Home - ERIC

The Oxicrenis Bowet & Blocder Chay.

Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg.




easyfundraising

Raise FREE donations for

Countess Gytha Primary School PTFA

every time you shop online
Search for us on: easyfundraising.org.uk

\

8,000+ online retailers will give us a free donation
when you shop with them at no extra cost to you

Bookingcom ) Y M&S Duneim) AR @

OHN 2 - 8,000+
LIE WIS . F[ -\\ TESCO .-‘i,.. .?' € onine

markes refoilers

COUNTESS GYTHA
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Join Us For Our

2nd May 2026 * 11am — 4pm

Q@ Old School, Queen Camel

OLD sl
SCHOO

QUEEN CAME

Explore the brilliant enterprises, crafts and skills that
make our site a hub of creativity and community.

) | A | .
I Hot & Cold Refreshments :n Meet Our Tenants Live

Demonstrations
g Classic Tractor

Bugfest from 2pm @ Art Exhibition
. 07486 385224 | www.oldschoolqueencamel.org.uk
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THE ARMED FORCES
COVENANT FUND TRUST

Minglessz=

The firet Tuecday of each month in the
training kitchen.

o

Eat and mingle with other serving
families in your community.

Bl O =l £ 16
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