
Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the 

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg. 

 

Diary  Dates  

24 th  April  2026  

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

I hope that all enjoyed a restorative break over  the 

Easter period and that you managed to enjoy some 

spots of sunshine here and there! The summer term 

always brings a packed calendar and this first week 

back has already seen classes out on trips, inviting in 

workshops and vision screening for reception children 

too!  

 

Before then, a reminder  from the School Council  that children have one more week to 

bring back their filled plastic Easter eggs ï please hand in to t he school office or your 

child ôs class teacher . 

 

There is so much to look forward to in the term ahead  ï from the 

summer classics of Sports Day and the PTFA fair to our  celebrat ion  of 

our 10 th  anniversary being in the new school building ï we would love 

families and friends to join us for an evening of fun on 5 th  June  ï 

tickets will be on sale a fter school next week .  

 

Amongst all of t his, we canôt lose sight of the day - to - day learning 

and class Curriculum Letters outlining the topics and objectives this term 

will be published on the website and emailed to parents next week.  

 

Beth Patton began her Tuning into Kids course 

on Tuesday. If you are interested in joining 

Beth for these weekly sessions, please do not 

hesitate to contact the school 

office or join us at reception on 

Bookman joins Praise A ssembly 

Easter óEgg-

streme ô 

Reading 

Challen gers!  

Excalibur STEM 

Workshops  
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Tuesday mornings at 9am.  

 

Excalibur kicked off their topic of forces in 

science with a STEM workshop from Morson 

Engineering all about magnetism. The class 

learnt so much about how and where magnets 

are used in everyday life and the children were 

very inquisitive, asking lots of questions to 

develop their understanding.  The children really 

enjoyed the challenge of moving  the  toy train without any contact points 

allowed!  

Excalibur joined King Arthur at the Bath and West 

Show ground  for an enriching experience of 

understanding the journey of food from farm to 

plate, gaining a deeper understanding of where their 

food comes from and the importance of sustainable 

countryside practices.  

The children 

took part in a wide range of hands - on activities, 

including learning about bird boxes, hedge weaving, 

and how we can help protect the natural 

environment. A particular highlight was the 

opportunity to climb into tractors and combine 

harvesters, giving ever yone a real sense of modern 

farming machinery in action.  

They  also enjoyed a fascinating gun dog training demonstration and 

discovered more about the diverse  types  of deer found in the UK, 

even sampling some venison. Pupils had great fun making their own 

butter, tasting a selection of delicious cheeses, and comparing whole, 

semi - skimmed, and skimmed milk while learning about their 

differences. The day continued with a sheep shearing demonstration , 

where pupils could feel and compare different types of wool. To round 

off a fantastic day, the children  enjoyed tasting a delicious yoghurt 

from Yeo Valley  ï much fun was had by all!   
Field To Fork ï 

Bath and West 

Showground  

Field To Fork ï 

Bath and West 

Showground  
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Back to the classrooms and c elebrating the power 

of poetry, all classes took part in activities for our 

annual poetry week  -  inspired by the theme , 

ñAnswering Back. ò After exploring classic poems, 

children reflected on their meaning and created 

thoughtful responses -  agreeing, questioning, or 

reimagining the originals. We are incredibly proud 

of their imaginative work and look forward to 

announcing the winners, judged by our fantastic 

PTFA, next week.    

Congratulations to Poldens  House who by topping the house point chart last half - term 

enjoyed a MUFTi day today ï with plenty of activity set for the summer term, the race is 

on to see who the next house winners  will be ! 

An update from th e Gytha Garden ï it was our first day using the pond area this year! 

Tadpoles and  new ts were spotted in a bundance , and the children have planted sweet peas 

and raspberrie s as well  as weeding the gravel .  

We are celebrating the beginning of our 

polytunnel c onstruction , with the 

foundations here being built this week.  

Look o ut for the plant sales to begi n 

again outside of school on a Friday ï all 

profits are ploughed straight back into 

the wild 

area!   

 

Poldens House MUFTi  

The 

foundation s 

are la id for  

our new 

polytunnel  

as well as 

enjoying the 

wild area in 

the 

sunshine!  
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I would  like  you  to  join  me  in  congratulating  the  following  children  who  were  recognised  this 

week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication:  

Congratulations Noah,  you are Merlinôs Worker of the Week ï for an outstanding  attitude  to 

your learning this week ï showing great determination to challenge  yourself  and exce ed set 

expectations! Well done Kacper , as  Merlinôs Star  of  the  Week,  you  are  recogni sed for  being 

polite to adults and offerin g to help with  all of the jobs around the  room ï thank you, 

Kacper!  

 

Pendragon  ï Congratulations  Milo,  you  are  Pendragonôs Star  of  the  Week ï for fantastic 

engagement in poetry week ï your finished piece was stunning Milo! Pendragon ôs Worker  

of  the  Week goes to  Keira  for her super effort in maths ï what a great way to start the 

summer ter m, young lady!  

King Arthur  ï This week,  we  are celebrating Noah as Miss Bridgeôs Star of the Week ï for 

asking excellent questions and b eing really engaged with the trip to the Field to For k event ï 

keep up the brilliant  attit ude , Noah! King Arthurôs Worker of the Week is Henry ï for his 

excellent use of s imil es in his poem as p art of poetry  week ï great work , young man!  

 

Excalibur ï Theo is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for being inquisitive and asking lots of 

questions  during the STEM workshop and Farm to Fork trip ï great to hear, Theo! Excaliburôs 

Worker of  the  Week is awarded  to Phoebe, for bringing super maths knowledge  to her lessons ï 

particularly converting improper fractions to mixed numbers ï top work, Phoebe! 

Lancelot ï Mr Gallagherôs Star of the Week is Alfie C  ï for an excellent response poem as 

óDobbyô to Mat ilda  with great rhythm  and rhyming patterns -  keep up the great effort, Al fie ! 

The Worker  of  the  Week for Lancelot  is Alex  ï for starting the term with a hardworking 

attitude; showing great effort in every lesson ï ama zing news, Alex!  

All of the entran ts to Bookman ôs Easter Challenge deserve a special 

mention but particularly Lottie in Merli n, wh o absolutely smashed 

the óEgg- streme ô Reading C halle nge with reads in an F1 car, a 

GIANT pile of what and the middle of a forest to name but a few 

extreme reading venues for her  ï Book m an was  stunned!  

A special mention goes this week to Noah in Merlin, who received 

an awesome trophy for his s porting agility a t collecting  the most 
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Easter eggs in a compe tition held by his football team  Ilchester!   

Well done to Charlie in Merlin, who joined  Bella and Molly in gaining his Level 2 foundations 

in gymnastics, as the  girls celebrated their Level 3 award s with the school.  

A special mention goes to Rupert P, Rupert G , Holli e- Grace , Georg ia, Maisi e, Roma and Bella 

who have had their most recent Young Writers ent ries chosen for  publication ï a great 

achievement all!  

Lastl y, a  special shout out  goes to  our alumni ï Jack and  Thomas , who pla yed in the High 

Holborn Cu p on Monday at YTFC for Sherborne Shoo ters.  Bussed in on luxury coaches  and  

greeted by flag waving fans , Jack and Thomas had the luxury home dressing room & gave a 

great account of themselves on the evening. Sadly , the team lost 4 - 0 but it was a great 

evening, on e weôre sure the boys will remember for years to come.   
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DATES  FOR YOUR DIARY  

Every  Friday  

 

FRIDAY  TUCKSHOP 
Every  Friday  morning breaktime  -  20p 

Monday 27 th  April  SCARF Day ï children in Y1 - 6 will be taking part  in fun class 

workshops delivered by our Personal Social Health Education 

pro vider, SCARF.   

Tuesday  28 th  April  Tuning into Kids course with Beth Patton PFSA ï all welcome 

9 - 11am  

Tuesday  28 th  April  Year  3  Ansford  Sports  Festival  ï parents to collect from 

Ansford at 3pm.  

Wednesday  29 th  April  Primary  Schools Inter  Area  Cross Country  Event ï invited  children  only  

Wednesday  29 th  April  

 

Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School 

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 4 th  may 2026 . 

Thursday  30 th  April  Pendragon  and  King  Arthur  Class ï Bournemouth  Symphony  Orchestra  at  

Westlands  Entertainment  Centre,  Yeovil.  

Monday  4 th  May  Bank  Holiday  ï school closed 

Wednesday 6 th  May  Blackdown Cake Sale  

Week commencing  11 th  May  Key  Stage  2  Assessment  Week (SATs)  

Year 6 Breakfast Club from 8am  

Friday  15 th  May  PTFA  Rainbow  Run  ï see poster below  

Wednesday 20 th  May  Mr Gordonôs Tea Party ï invited pupils only  

Monday  25 th  May  Bank  Holiday  ï school closed 

Half Term  

Monday 1 st June  Inset day ï school closed for pupils  

Tuesday 2 nd  June  Back to school  

Friday 5 th  June  Summer Party at Countess Gytha ï see poster below.  

Monday 15 th  June ï 

Thursday 18 th  June  

Year 6 Residential to Land & Wave  
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