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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Another busy week at Countess Gytha bows out with
the ever-popular PTFA disco — this term’s theme
being the Monster Mash! The pictures speak for
themselves as to how much spooky enjoyment was
had by all — thank you to the committee members

and volunteers for tonight's fun and smiles!

Looking back to the beginning of the week, it was

wonderful to have so many friends and families join
us for our annual harvest celebrations. Classes I
shared activities that they had been enjoying in 8
class to mark this important part of the farm-
to-fork journey, as well as plenty of classic
celebratory songs to a packed church! Thank you
once again for the donations of food for the
Lord’s Larder food bank in Yeovil.

Tuesday evening also saw the
first of the Book Fair
opportunities and again, a

Harvest Celebrations at St Barnabas

big thank you to all who supported this year's event
Scholastic — you have helped to raised over £420 for the

Bookfair school to purchase new class books with.

Your enthusiasm and generosity helps to ensure
every child continues to have access to a wide
variety of engaging reads. Bookman is absolutely
delighted!

Rounding out the week, eight Year 6 children
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represented the school at Queen’s College

Taunton in a maths challenge event.
From solving cryptic crossnumber
puzzles, to shuttle sprinting answers
between team members across the hall,
our mathematicians represented the
school brilliantly, holding their own
against some tough competition from
the likes of Port Regis, Sunninghill Prep

and of course, Queen’s themselves.

Parents’ evening meetings are
due to take place
next week — if you
need to check or
amend your
booking, please
speak to Mrs Annetts

in the school office as

Mathematicians

soon as possible. Please from Y6 attend a

note, that there will be
no enrichment clubs

maths challenge at

Queens Taunton

running during the week;
after school care will remain available for those booked in.

Before then however, on Saturday our Carnival entrants will be
enjoying parading in the (hopefully dry) streets of Castle Cary, with
their amazing creations; if you're coming to watch, please give our

team a wave and a cheer!
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| would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were
recognised this week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication:

Merlin (Reception) children will be joining the praise assembly after half term.

Merlin (Year 1’s) — Well done to Lottie, Merlin Worker of the Week for a tremendous effort
in her reading this week — lovely to hear, Lottie! Congratulations to Ariarna, who is Star of
the Week, for a fantastic positive attitude to her lessons all week — wonderful news,

Ariarna!

Pendragon — Congratulations to Rylee, Pendragon’s Star of the Week — for always being
the first to offer help and showing kindness and support to her classmates — keep up the
fab attitude, Rylee! Pendragon’s Worker of the Week this week goes to Ettie for her

fantastic effort and excellent understanding of tens and ones, great news Ettie.

King Arthur — This week, we are celebrating Charlotte C as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week,
for consistently taking pride in presentation, writing neatly in every lesson — well done,
Charlotte! King Arthur’'s Worker of the Week goes to Isabella for developing a secure and

confident understanding of using the column addition method — brilliant to hear, Isabella.

Excalibur — Freddie C is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for listening to advice and
responding positively to feedback — great to hear, Freddie! Excalibur's Worker of the Week
is awarded to Hattie, for some super reasoning in her maths work and for your dedication

to improving your writing.

Lancelot — Molly has been recognised as Lancelot’s Star of the Week for writing an
excellent playscript based on the class book and great contribution to a Spanish Armada
lesson in history — lovely news, Molly! Mr Gallagher’s Worker of the Week goes to Emily B,
for going above and beyond in every lesson this, in particular, in maths when attempting

trickier questions — well done, Emily.

A special mention to our Good Eggs this week. A revised initiative from last year’s Tea
Party invites for those children who are consistently great role-models to their peers —
this year, Mr Inskip and Mr Gordon we will take those invited around the site and
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village to help where we can — good eggs, doing good things in the community!

In Sporting special mentions this week, we want to recognise: Noah in Pendragon, for
his outstanding training award for Pen Mill under 7s; Molly, in Lancelot, for stepping
in and saving the day when learning a jazz dance for her dance club — incredibly, she
had to learn a whole dance routine in just one 45-minute session and to Emelia and

Emily, in Lancelot, for participating with great effort and enthusiasm in their hockey

tournament at the weekend.

Cross Country Event #3 at Huish Park, Yeovil

Cross Country consent form -19th

on Monday 19t October. Please sign up here
by clicking on the link right.

New Enrichment Clubs following the October Half-Term

can be subscribed to using the link below:

Request for Enrichment Club November - December 2026 — Fill in form

S standard
§ chartered
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/ufBVjJHRau
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MOf4yqujLkK2ARvvkWk254QxQrDthd1No7MZ9mSktXpUODhZMFlOMDhJRzhaMVBVMTI4UEdLMVBDTy4u&route=shorturl

Countess Gytha
Primary School

Please click on the link below to request a space.
Request for Enrichment Club November - December 2026 - Fill in form (Open until 10am 19™ October)

These are the enrichment clubs that we will be running from 2"¢ November 2026.

No clubs will be running week commencing 14™ December 2026.

ENRICHMENT CLUBS AUTUMN TERM 2026
DAY CLUB YEAR/ CLASS RUN BY
Tuesday Lego League Mr Gordon & Mrs Sherry
(Invite only)
Board Games Year1-6 Miss Bridge
Drawing Club Year 3 Ms Martin
Wednesday Multi Skills Year1,2 &3 Miss Sheehan
Animation Club Year 3 - 6 Mrs Trusson
Thursday Construction Club Year14& 2 Miss Morris
Netball Year 3,4,5&6 Mrs King

Mrs Jacobsen will also be continuing her Art Club on Mondays for Year 3-6.
Please details below to contact and make payment by Monday 19*h October.

Please let the school of fice know if you have signed up your child for this club.

Email: j i Tel: 07342 383403

For budding artists at Countess Gythain Years 3-6!

Art club is a space for keen artists to explore their creativity in art and craft. On offer will
be some structured classes and at other times free exploratory sessions with
opportunities to collaborate. We will enjoy using a wide range of media from drawing,
collage, 3d, mixed media, ink and paint and air-drying clay etc.

Monday 3.30pm-4.30pm
£10 per session to be paid %2 termly or termly. All materials included.

Hosted at Countess Gytha Primary.
e =
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
FRIDAY TUCKSHOP - Every Friday morning breaktime — 20p

Saturday 17t October Castle Cary Carnival Event S 2
Email sent 2.10.26 v

Monday 1.49th October Road Safety Talks to all classes from Somerset Council.

Monday 149t October Swimming for Year 5 & Year 6 session 6 { E

Monday 1.9t October Cross Country event at Huish Park, Yeovil.

Cross Country consent form - 19th October — Fill in form

Week Commencing Parents’ Evening Events

Monday 1.4% October Please note that there will be no envichment clubs this week

Thursday 2274 October  [Parents’ Evening Events

Tuesday 20t October Year 2 Ansford Sports Festival — letter sent home 9.10.2026
Friday 234 October Mr Gordon's Good Egg Expedition (selected pupils only)
Monday 26t October — Half Term — school closed

Friday 30t October

Friday 315t October Deadline for Secondary school applications.

Monday 24 November Swimming for Year 4 Excalibur Class & Year 3 King Arthur Class -

Lo

session 1 4

Monday 9t November Run Pudsey Week — details to follow next week 35
!

Tuesday 10t November Year 5 Ansford Sports Festival — letter sent home 12.10.26

A Polite Reminder...

- ﬁ m ; =T : r‘—}:lm '_x\
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The surgery car park is private property and
should not be used when dropping/collecting children from school. The surgery and the school

work closely together as local service providers and appreciate families helping to maintain this
strong relationship.

Thank you for not parking in the Queen Camel Medical Centre.
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/pqLFb9SUsP

Somerset
Council

Apply now for
Secondary School
places

Yaqlele]
Admissions

SAINT

< ﬁ) Somerset School Admissions
Somerset 1dl - G

The online portal for applications for children to start
secondary school in September 2027, or transfer to
Upper school, is now OPEN.

The closing date is 31 October 2026.

The Secondary School Admissions Guide is now live
on our website Secondary admissions guide
(somerset.gov.uk) We strongly encourage you to
read this before making your application.

We recommend you always include your catchment
school as one of your preferences. If you don't and it
becomes oversubscribed, we can't guarantee your
child a place there and if you don't get offered one of
the schools you have chosen, your child might be
offered a school further away with no travel
assistance.

PLEASE NOTE FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE DUE TO
START SCHOOL IN RECEPTION IN SEPTEMBER 2027
OR TRANSFER TO JUNIOR OR MIDDLE SCHOOL IN
SEPTEMBER 2027, THE ON LINE PORTAL WILL BE
OPEN ON 28th SEPTEMBER 2026.

A few tips before you start;

1. If you previously applied for a child starting or
transferring school in 2017 or earlier you will need to
re-register on the portal as a new system was
introduced at this time.

2. If you do not receive your registration or forgotten
password email please check your junk mail. If you
still do not received an email please contact
schooladmissions@somerset.gov.uk

Primary Admissions Guide

School Aged Immunisation Nursing Team

School aged vaccinations

Did you know they will be offered
these routine vaccinations at school?

& FLU- Reception- Year 11 Meningitis ACWY- Year S

& MMR -
HPV- Year 8

Home Educated Children
Anxious Children

Kindness, Respect, Teamwork
. Everyone, Everyd y

Year 8 Diptheria, Tetanus, Polio (DTP)

For further information scan the QR code
or please speak with a member of the team

® 0300 323 0032

SomersetSaint@somersetft.nhs.uk

NHS|

Somerset
NHS Foundation Trust
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https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/applying-for-school/primary-admissions-guide/

«  WORDS

A fun, creative story writing competition.
Opens for entries

Tuesday 29 September - Friday 6 November 2026
X

No need to worry about spelling,
punctuation or grammar!

Prizes for
the bronze, silver
and gold winners!!

Find out more and enter at BlBjC
bbc.co.uk/500words =2
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Welcome to the Somerset School Nurse Team newsletter!

The school nurse team is made up of Specialist Community Public Health Nurses,
and Assistant Practitioners. We specialise in promoting the health and wellbeing of children and young people aged 5—19
years and cover primary and secondary schools across Somerset.

doing as a service, and will include topics and links relevant to physical and mental health. ek

We hope you find this newsletter helpful but please do feedback anything you would like to be added. ?—t%g:..— T::%%
Somerset children & young people : Health & Wellbeing : Phn School Nursing Of
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With coughs and cold season fast approaching
please remind your child of the importance of good
hand hygiene..
Washing Your Hands song - CBeebies

e

What is SEND support?

(Webinar for Parent Carers and Young People)

Do you have questions about SEND support and how
education settings should meet a child or young ) bl

person’s special educational needs? N . " @ == v
¢ (o) v

Join our free webinar to learn more about SEND support in
education. There will also be an opportunity to ask questions during
a Q&A session at the end of the webinar.

If your child is experiencing issues with daytime/nighttime wetting

G lmpmved by fonow'ng e

4 Steps to a Healthy Bladder

For more information on how to join visit:
1. Check the bowel

: It is important to rule out constipation as a full bowel will

Workshops and Information Days |
reduce the capacity of the bladder to expand

2, Check for a UTI (Urinary Tract Infection) N7

.ﬂ Are you experiencing issues with your child ) ) _ . g
S8, 7 S Bugs in the bladder can cause issues around wetting so itis - @
g around toilet training? fpobtant 1o chiack for hfacton i)
If so please click on the link below to find useful ?r‘n% 3. Drink plenty!
information and advice... INLIFE g The bladder is a musde and all muscles need exercising, visit
the link below for advice regarding how much your child
Potty training your child - Best Start in Life - NHS = should be drinking
4. Relax to wee
If your child has already started school and is still in nappies/ Ensure your child is comfortable sitting on the toilet, encourage k.4
pullups please contact the School Nurse Team for support! them to take their ime & encourage boys to do sit down wees

e
Text Chat health: 07480 635 515
Children’s bladder health — what’s normal and what can go wrong - ERIC
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@ ChatHealth Q Has your child missed their flu vaccination?

Somerset If so, the School Aged Immunisation Nursing Team (SAINT)
t are running a number of walk in clinics.

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY!

SAINT

Flu Vaccination Clinics
Al clinics below are for the FLU nasal spray vaccination and are walk-ins (no
appointment Is needed). If your child requires the FLU Inactivated injection Please
. contact 0300 323 0032 to arrange an appointment. e

i s your child oaTe & TIme ,, oons oatEa TIME Avoness
5-19 and are you =

looking for confidential
help and support?

Satuminy
Pt
06130 1400

gl
paneee TAR AGL

A safe and easy way to contact
your School Nursing Team

Just send a text

07480 635 515

o

Improving

Wednasday
Zmece
om301300

20k
9831230

Disclaimer: This is not an emergency service; it operates Monday to Friday 9am -

Spmand is only available by using a UK mobile number. Your messages are oy
stored on our secure system and can be seen by the School Nursing Team who SEWR
run our ChatHealth Service. Although this is a confidential service, in the event of i 5
a safeguarding issue the School Nurse has a duty of care to act on this and may AR SR
wodnesday ot

Back to school can mean a return of those
pesky ‘head lice’! LDOKEOSIRIS'#N POSTING

FLAG VHS|
rset

How do | treat head lice?

Meg:ou&ed Ioll)leors mdﬁ:r;cprmm gaoyfshl;dneeded the ‘wet combing’

bttt g 1 2 Somerset School Aged Immunisation Nursing Team | Somerset NHS Trust

The Wet Combing’ Method:

L Wash your hair with ordinary shampoo N ﬂ

L Apply lots of conditioner to the hair (any conditioner E ORAL HYGI E
will do)

. Comb the whole head of hair from roots to the : With a significant rise seen recently in child tooth
el blsiligod e ool w | extraction, please can we remind you of the
pharmacy importance of good oral hygiene

Ld It usually takes about 10 minutes to comb short
hair, and 20—30 minutes for long or curly hair . . . L

. Use this method on days 1, 5,9 and 13, so you H ° Brush teeth twice a day: ideally first thing in
cat s iinenlylakchedlice 1 morning and last thing at night

. Check everyone's hair again on day 17 to make
sure they are free of lice. . .

i If you m medication, this can be bought from a supermark il :t v:ek - * Use atflua:c!e_ *oo.';hlpc::t el'olg)e a pec-lfsfllzed o

macy. el ey poediss amount containing at le ppm of fluoride
For more information on treating headlice head to... ° Brush for 2 minutes: ensure your child brushes

e e for 2 minutes covering every tooth and surface

. Spit don't rinse: after brushing your teeth spit
Somerset School Nurse Team Contact Details: the excess toothpaste and avoid rinsing

Email: schoolnurseduty@somerset.gov.uk

Tel: 0300 790 9854

How to Brush Your Teeth Animation MCM
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Morrisons

CAFE
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Tea, Joast

and Play! Yy

Halloween Crafts

Monday 26 Qctober ¢
10am-1pm \ =N

The Palsam Centre, Palsam Park, * e _f
wincanton PA9 9HP a5 o

$tay-and-play drop=in for
® o h. parents and pre-school kids
y—
.

~ C of serving armed forces

£ \% & ’ families

"Bt ©

entre

THE ARMED FORCES 7;
COVENANT FUND TRUST

Funded by HM Government
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PRIMARY SPORTS

& EDUCATION

<l

‘ INFLATABLE
FOOTBALL LASER TAG GLOW SPORTS ~ ARTS & CRAFTS oy ol e e SWIMMING

Nerf Wars @ Cricket & silent Disco
@ Dodgeball & Archery @ Film & Popcorn
. @ capture the Flag Gardening/Horse Grooming € Team Games
= @ Street Dance @ Baking & Pizza Making @ Arts & Crafts
P i Tennis @ Board Games ...and much more!
HAF DAY STANDARD DAY EXTENDED DAY
9:00am - 1:00pm 9:00am - 3:30pm 8:00am - 5:30pm
I FUN, ACTIVE & INCLUSIVE : A FULL DAY OF : MORE TIME

SESSIONS FULLY FUNDED

MORE ACTIVITIES
FOR ELIGIBLE CHILDREN ACTION-PACKED ACTIVITIES

MORE FUN!

LEWESTON SCHOOL

@ BOOK NOW

https://www.primary-sports.co.uk/ \. 07903 347412
Sharborne: Darset events/2026/10/26/leweston-ultimate-

DTS 6EN activity-haf-camps-october-half-term-2026 JEI>-<JCLELLICRTIELEE L ET XY

PLAY | LEARN | MAKE FRIENDS | BE ACTIVE . ;.
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FOOTBALL
FRIENDSHIPS
FUN THIS
HALLOWEEN

©

MONDAY 26 ODCOMBE

FRIDAY 30
OCTOBER VILLAGE HALL

FUN MAKE SKILLS PRIZES
FOOTBALL SESSIONS NEW FRIENDS & CHALLENGES & MORE!

WWW.YTCST.CO.UK

https://yeovil-town-cst.classforkids.io/camp/6

Discount code: Fry289
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