
Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young persons. We will ensure that the highest priority is given safeguarding our children. Mr Gordon is the 

school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead and in his absence, Mrs Trusson, Miss Bridge, Ms Flagg. 

 

Diary Dates 

26th June 2026 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

Despite the heat, we have enjoyed another 

packed week at Countess Gytha! Keeping cool 

was a top priority, which we took every 

enjoyment in ensuring as you can see from 

the water fights and splash play. Thank you 

to all who shared kind messages of support 

and encouragement to the staff this week – 

it once again shows the strength of the bond 

between the school and our families.    

Our newest families 

joined us for their first 

taste of life in Merlin 

on Thursday afternoon. 

The Stay and Play 

sessions hosted by Miss 

Morris and her 

wonderful team were very 

successful and we are looking forward to seeing all of our new starters 

again next week!  

Similarly, I know that all children across the school 

are looking forward to our whole-school transition 

event next Wednesday morning, when children will be 

with their new classes and staff for September. 

Following the recognition of our Gold award for 

Careers Education, we were delighted to host a 

week of visitors across classes to share in their job 

experiences, roles and highlights.   
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First up were the Royal Navy, who put Lancelot through 

their paces, constructing communication towers and 

streamlined rockets. Mr Gilmour led Excalibur and King 

Arthur through his fascinating role of a waterproofing 

surveyor – creating compounds to demonstrate the science 

behind his day-to-day tasks!  

On Tuesday, Mr Slade brought 

in fire extinguishers to help 

explain his role of fire security 

technician to Merlin and 

Pendragon classes – I’m sure there were plenty feeling 

that they would have loved to be sprayed by the cold 

water at that point! 

Meanwhile, King Arthur 

and Lancelot welcomed two representatives from BAE 

systems, who discussed their company’s important 

defence contracts and explained the journey of designing 

jet fighters and their differing individual roles within the 

company. 

The 

hottest 

day of the year couldn’t stop Mrs 

Clifford and Mr Clay from joining 

Excalibur and Lancelot on Thursday 

morning to share with classes their roles 

of a lawyer and a robotics engineer 

respectively. Children were 

inspired by both with plenty of 

chat afterwards about which they 

would prefer to be!  
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Thursday also saw Mr Wilson visit Lancelot, sharing his role as a 

Thames barge captain – with a family history in the business spanning 

over 500 years! King Arthur and Excalibur were joined by Ms Cotter, 

who discussed her role as a barrister with lots of debate following her 

visit around how important it is not only to be able to explain yourself, 

but also present facts clearly and calmly under pressure! 

Excalibur class enjoyed a virtual visit from 

author, Lee Newbery. Organised in 

conjunction with Waterstones to learn about his new 

series, Holomonsters - the interactive session explored 

imagination, gaming, AI, teamwork and self-belief, and 

included a live card 

battle and a Q&A with 

the author! 

Rounding out our week, 

Mrs Tagg explored the differences between a 

barrister and solicitor with Lancelot, as well as 

the intriguing perspective of a being a CEO of a 

large firm in London. In Pendragon and King 

Arthur, Immi Maxwell shared her experience of 

working from home as part of the Food Standard Agency, with a fascinating insight 

into the journey of ensuring our food is safe from the farms and factories it is produced 

in, to the shops and sellers that we purchase it all from!  

Thank you to all of the volunteers who made this week such a success!  

Ending our careers week in style, children came 

to school today dressed as what they want to be 

when they grow up… From explorers to officers, 

pirates to pilots, – it is clear that there are so 

many bright futures ahead! Thank you to all for 

your donations put towards the PTFA summer 

fair – with the date to remember this year being 

4th July. 
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Following our success at the Children’s Parliament last year, we 

were delighted to enter two teams into the PPAT Speaking 

Competition. Our first team, Jenson, Barnaby and Arlow, 

delivered an informative and engaging presentation about 

World War Two, focusing on the Allied invasions of Italy and 

France. They spoke confidently and demonstrated an excellent 

understanding of this important period in history. 

Our second team, Albie, Wilf and Alfie, gave a thought-provoking 

presentation exploring how new technology impacts our lives today. 

They carefully considered both the positive and negative effects of 

technology and presented their ideas clearly and persuasively. 

Despite the very hot weather, all of 

our speakers performed brilliantly and 

represented the school with confidence, enthusiasm and 

maturity. 

Following this, another of the PPAT schools were pleased to 

invite teams of mathematicians to put their skills to the test. It was a highly competitive 

event involving teams from four schools. Representing our school were Alfie, Ella and 

Wilf, who took part in a fiendish Kahoot quiz, packed with maths questions spanning 

both Key Stage 2 and 3 topics!  

The team worked brilliantly together, with their hard work paid off as they secured an 

impressive second-place finish. 

Others whose hard work has paid off are the Year 5s – 

following their Fiver Challenge results… 

The PTFA would like to congratulate all on their successful 

businesses with all children making a profit! Nicki and Heidi 

were very impressed with the creativity this year, with ideas 

not seen before in previous years. It was felt that the Year 5s 

making their own mini fathers’ day market was a great 

addition to the calendar. 

All money has now been handed in and counted and the top three were: Theo with 

£79.50; Emelia, who made £68 profit and Emily with £46!  
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This year, the PTFA have decided to award the Fiver Challenge Cup to Emilia, whose 

unique idea and clear vision were what powered strong sales, with the stall being 

orchestrated by herself. Theo takes the trophy for total profits – cleverly combining 

three ventures to power himself to victory!   

Congratulations again Year 5 – you raised a grand total of £346.45 to put towards 

your residential next year!  

I would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were recognised 

this week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication: 

Congratulations Riley D, you are Merlin’s Star of the Week – for fantastic behaviour – you 

have been a superstar throughout – high praise indeed, young man! Ezra is Merlin’s second 

Star of the Week, for showing great care to his friends during a tough week of hot weather – 

lovely to hear, Ezra! 

Pendragon - Congratulations Primrose, you are the Star of the Week – for being kind and 

helpful to others throughout the hot week – thank you for your support! Pendragon’s Worker 

of the Week goes to Teddy, for his outstanding determination and progress in reading – very 

impressive, Teddy! 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating Archie as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week – for 
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his excellent effort on his diary entry – keep up the hard work, Archie! King Arthur’s Worker 

of the Week is Rupert G, for his excellent measurement work – investigating lengths and 

widths of objects around the building – well done, Rupert! 

Excalibur – McKenzie is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for showing enthusiasm and 

dedication by preparing for his biography write at home on his computer – brilliant 

commitment, McKenzie! Excalibur’s Worker of the Week is awarded to Harrison, for working 

very hard to include a range of features in his ‘flashback’ write – a tricky balance to keep all 

of those tenses making sense! 

Lancelot – Mr Gallagher’s Star of the Week is Alfie C – for a brilliant attitude all week, in 

particular contributing to the speaking and maths competitions with such gusto – always 

being the best you can be, Alfie – well done. The Worker of the Week for Lancelot is Ella, for 

working hard as well as excellent contributions in the maths competition, as well as getting 

Mr G soaked in the water fight! 

A special mention goes to Henry and Freddie W in Lancelot, for completing their Chief Scout’s 

Silver Awards! This is the top honour awarded to cub scouts and in achieving this, the boys 

have shown that they are adventurous, have a passion for supporting the community, learning 

about the world and completed 7 scout challenge badges and 6 activity badges each – an 

incredible achievement by you both!   

Congratulations to Alex, Edmund, Arlow, Rosie and Wilf who were all awarded a certificate of 

participation in this year’s PPAT photography competition. Mr Branch of Preston Primary, 

this year’s organiser commented on the strength of our entries – well done!  

Molly in Excalibur deserves a special mention for a ballet routine, she performed as part of a 

group at a recent performance. A special mention too, for Lydia in King Arthur – who has 

collected the Queen Camel Tennis Club trophy for most helpful player of the season – very 

well done, young lady! 

Finally, well done Henry L, who has collected his certificate of participation for a recent 

writing competition entry – well done for once again taking the opportunity to prove to be 

the best you can be – keep it up!  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 
Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p 

Monday 29th June Merlin Class Swimming Session #4  

Tuesday 30th June Year 1 Ansford  

Tuesday 30th June 3pm PSHE Parent Drop In  

Wednesday 1st July Somerset Transition morning 

New Intake session 9.30am -11.45am (no parents) 

Wednesday 1st 

July 

3pm PSHE Parent Drop In  

Wednesday 1st July Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School 

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 6th July 2026. 

Thursday 2nd July Year 6 Ansford Sports Day  

Friday 3rd July Photographer in school for class photos and Year 6 Leavers.  

Friday 3rd July 9am PSHE Parent Drop In  

Saturday 4th July    PTFA Summer Fair 11-3pm  

 

Monday 6th July Merlin Class Swimming Session #5 

Monday 6th July Year 5’s Ansford Experience Day 

Tuesday 7th July Book Club Trip to Yeovil Library – selected pupils only. 

Wednesday 8th July Excalibur Class & Y5’s in Lancelot Trip to We the Curious, Bristol 

Wednesday 8th July New Intake – stay and play session (no parents) 1.30-2.30pm 

Thursday 9th July Merlin Class Trip to Puxton Park 

Monday 13th July           Merlin Class Swimming Session #6  

Tuesday 14th July    First performance of ‘The Magical Flying Machine’  1.30pm – 3pm 

 

Wednesday 15th July Sports Day – Parents welcome from 1pm 

Wednesday 15th July Second performance of ‘The Magical Flying Machine’ 6-7.30pm 

 

Week commencing 13th 

July 

 No enrichment clubs this week. 

Thursday 16th July   Leavers’ School Trip (this will be a local walk and a picnic, with further 

details to follow)  
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Friday 17th July Mr Gordon’s Tea Party (Change of Date) 

Friday 17th July     PTFA Summer Disco 

Monday 20th July   Leavers’ Assembly  2pm – 2.45pm 

Tuesday 21st July     Last school day of Summer Term 

Wednesday 22nd July     Inset Day – Closed to pupils. 

 

Payment Reminders 

Swimming 

Please can we remind those that have not paid yet for a contribution  

Excalibur Class & Year 5 Lancelot 

Payment for We The Curious, Bristol – 8th July 2026 
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