
Countess Gytha Primary and Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
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Diary Dates 

        26th September 2025 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

Bonjour, Hola, Hallo, Hoi, Ciao! Children had a 

fantastic time immersing themselves in cultures 

and languages from around Europe today. Their 

face paints, outfits and enthusiasm to join in 

with dances, food tasting and language 

workshops really proved how popular  

European Day of Languages remains across the school! 

 

Children in reception stayed for their first full 

week this year and what a success they have 

made of it! All of the children have settled 

brilliantly and it was a delight to hear the fun 

they were having together in their reading 

groups, which started as well this week for 

them. Parents of Merlin and Year 1 children 

are invited to join Miss Morris and Mr 

Gallagher on Monday from 3pm in the school 

hall to discuss the school’s approach to phonics, using the 

Little Wandle scheme and early reading more generally.  

I am pleased to report on a new sporting event this week, with 

eight of our talented children enjoying an exciting opportunity to 

attend a Dance Festival 

at Westfield Academy. 

During the event, they 

learnt a fantastic Rock 

‘N Roll routine, set to 

Let’s Twist Again by 

Chubby Checker.  

European Day of 

Languages 2025 

Dance Festival Participants 

https://www.countessgythaprimary.co.uk/phonics-and-early-reading/
https://www.countessgythaprimary.co.uk/phonics-and-early-reading/
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The children threw themselves into the experience, 

picking up some brilliant moves and performing with 

huge smiles and confidence. At the end of the session, 

Seb, Lincoln, Wren, Emily, Molly, Harriet, Iyla and 

Isabelle wowed the audience with a lively 

performance that showed just how much fun they 

had! 

Returning to our more regular events, Cross Country 

has always been a staple of our sporting calendar 

and Race 1 at Yeovil Rugby Club proved no different.  

With 30 runners ranging from Year 2 to 6, Countess Gytha 

returned some impressive results from the first round, with Molly 

S placing 9th, Emily B 2nd and Grace in Lancelot finishing 1st!  

With between 25 and 30 schools entering each age category, our 

runners did the school proud, averaging a team score of 5th place 

overall for Countess Gytha. Every runner counts towards the age 

category score and so the more runners we can encourage to take 

part, the better our team score will be. Therefore, a big well done 

to the Year 2s racing for the first time and we would be delighted 

to see more new faces at the next event on Monday 6th 

October. Letters will be available from Mr Gallagher and 

class teachers next week.  

Those signed up for the carnival have been busy crafting 

their parade makes and we have had a lot 

of interest from across the school – if 

your child is interested but not yet signed 

up to the carnival. please complete this 

brief 

Microsoft 

Form. 

 

 

 

XC Race 1 – Yeovil Rugby Club 

https://forms.office.com/e/XPKBPa9iLk
https://forms.office.com/e/XPKBPa9iLk
https://forms.office.com/e/XPKBPa9iLk
https://forms.office.com/e/XPKBPa9iLk
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I would like you to join me in congratulating the following children who were recognised 

this week by their teachers for excellent hard work and dedication: 

Merlin Class will be joining our Praise Assemblies in the second half of the Autumn term. 
 

Pendragon – Congratulations to Elif, Pendragon’s Star of the Week – for her beautifully 

presented work and handwriting as well as great use of finger spaces – keep it up, Elif! 

Pendragon’s Worker of the Week this week goes to Primrose, for her fantastic efforts and 

focus during reading groups all week – great hear, Prim! 

 

King Arthur – This week, we are celebrating Maisie as Miss Bridge’s Star of the Week, for 

being a superb role model to all in her class as well as showing great kindness to friends 

and peers alike. King Arthur’s Worker of the Week goes to Summer, for her strong 

understanding of vowels in spellings as well as her grammatical use of determiners in her 

English – very impressive, Summer! 

  

Excalibur – Wren is the Star of the Week in Excalibur, for helping and supporting peers 

(when needed) in a kind and caring way – wonderful news, Wren! Wren is also appearing 

for a second time as part of the Sarcoma UK appeal on Saturday afternoon, at 2:15pm 

on BBC1. Excalibur’s Worker of the Week is awarded to Lincoln, for producing a brilliantly 

persuasive text to convince tourists to visit Greece! Lincoln shared some of his wonderful 

ideas in the assembly which got a few teachers wondering about their next holiday 

destination! 
 

Lancelot – Wilf has been recognised as Lancelot’s Star of the Week for impressing Mr 

Gallagher with his quick recall of maths facts and never being afraid to ask questions if 

unsure – an excellent start to the year, Wilf! Mr Gallagher’s Worker of the Week goes to 

Emelia, for always contributing to class discussion; for trying her best in every lesson and 

for being a supportive shoulder partner – three in one, Emelia – very impressive! 

 

A special mention this week goes Mrs Feierabend and Mrs Hewlett! As part of our ongoing 

commitment to offering the broadest curriculum to all our children, this pair of 

passionate teachers have worked with the children to gain the recognition of the RHS 

Level 2 and 3 awards, which now sit proudly in the foyer. A particularly big thank you 

goes to Mrs Feierabend, whose fundraising jive dance and raffle at Sparkford Hall last 

weekend raised over £300 for the school – a phenomenal effort, thank you! 
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School Harvest Information – Wednesday 1st October 

 

The Lord’s Larder Food Bank 

 Last year in 2024, over 163,000 items of food were given out via 70 different agencies to 

help over 9,342 local people, (5,678 adults and 3,684 children.) 

 

All this would not be possible without the generosity of all those who happily support the 

Lord’s Larder Food Bank Yeovil. If you would be interested in donating food for this Harvest, 

please consider the following;- 

 All food items need to be, unopened, in good condition and well IN DATE, If you would like 

to talk to the Lord's Larder contact 01935 726576, thank you for collecting. 

 

List of Food Items 

Tins of Curry 

Tinned Ravioli 

Tins of Chili Con Carne 

Tins of Carrots 

Porridge 

Packets of Pasta 

Toothpaste 

 Carrier Bags 
 

Please send in donations into school on Monday 29th September 

and Tuesday 30th September 2025. 

 

Collection table will be in the school hall and a box in the school 

reception area. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Every Friday 

 
FRIDAY TUCKSHOP 
Every Friday morning breaktime - 20p 

Monday 29th September  Lancelot Class and Year 5 Excalibur Class swimming session 3   

Monday 29th September  Meet the Teacher and Phonics Information for Reception and Year 1  

parents in the school hall. 3-3.45pm. 

Monday 29th – Tuesday 

30th October 
Donations for Lords Larder to be brought into school for Harvest Festival. 

Monday 29th September  The Citizen Portal for starting primary school applications will open on 

29 September 2025. The closing date for starting school 

applications is 15 January 2026. 

 

Tuesday 30th September  AIM High Writing event for selected pupils. 

Wednesday 1st October Deadline for ordering lunches, booking Breakfast Club and After School   

Childcare for the week beginning Monday 6th October 2025. 

Completed booking forms can be emailed to 

wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org 

   

 Wednesday 1st October   Harvest Festival – details to follow shortly 

 

Thursday 2nd October  National Poetry Day 

Monday 6th October  Lancelot Class and Year 5 Excalibur Class swimming session 4   

Wednesday 8th October  9.15am School Tour for New Intake 2026– please see office to book a place. 

Wednesday 8th October  3.30pm Year 6 Parents meeting regarding SATs and residential 

Friday 10th October 

 
 Yellow Hello Day – Details to follow 

Saturday 11th October  Castle Cary Carnival Event  

Monday 13th October  Lancelot Class and Year 5 Excalibur Class swimming session 5   

Wednesday 15th October 

- Friday 17th October  
 Scholastic Book Fair in hall  

Week commencing  Parents’ Evening Events – Details to follow 

https://emsonline.somerset.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en
mailto:wraparoundcare@countessgytha.ppat365.org
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20th October  Please note that there will be no enrichment clubs this week. 

Friday 17th October  PTFA UV Disco – details to follow shortly  

Thursday 23rd 

October 

 9.15am School Tour for New Intake 2026 

Monday 27th October 

– Friday 31st October 

 Half Term – school closed 

Friday 31st October  Deadline for Secondary school applications.   

Friday 7th November  School and Preschool Photography by Imago – Individual and sibling 

photographs. 

Monday 10th 

November 

 1.30pm School Tour for New Intake 2026– please see office to book a place. 

Tuesday 18th 

November 

 10am School Tour for New Intake 2026– please see office to book a place. 

Have Your Say – Childcare Survey from Somerset Council 

Somerset Council is seeking feedback from families around wraparound and 
holiday childcare needs across the county. The survey aims to collect information 

around current and future childcare needs, reasons why families may not use 
existing provision and any barriers or challenges families face. Where 10 or more 
responses are received, an anonymised summary will be shared with the school. 

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey by midday on 14th November 
2025: https://forms.office.com/e/5wZtEjuYqP 

 

 

 

For children with Medical, Health or Care Plans, please inform the 

office as soon as possible if there have been any updates or changes, 

which should be reflected in your child’s plan. 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2F5wZtEjuYqP&e=53588852&h=c7339ddc&f=y&p=y
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